. Burt W. Griffin has been a judge of the Common Pleas Court
of Cuyahoga County, Ohio since January 3, 1975. From 1966 to
1975, he served as a legal aid lawyer in various capacities includ-
ing Executive Director of the Cleveland Legal Aid Society and
National Director of the Legal Services Program, U.S: Office of
Economic Opportunity.

He was Assistant Counsel to the President’s Commission on
the Assassination of President Kennedy during 1964.

Judge Griffin has been a life-long resident of Greater Cleve-
land. He was born in Cleveland’s Hough section in 1932, lived in
the Shaker Square area of Cleveland from 1937 to 1960, and has
resided in Shaker Heights since then. Judge Griffin is a political
science graduate of Amherst College, B.A. Cum Laude, 1954 and
Yale Law School, J.D., 1959.

@ “A smaller rather than bigger government makes total sense for
Cleveland. Our suburbs have good government because their size
is manageable. Cleveland would benefit from pursuing Judge Griffin’s
suggestions.” Tom Boardman, Former Editor, The Cleveland Press.

“Judge Griffin knows the diversity of Cleveland’s neighborhoods,
rich and poor, as well as any elected official. His years of experience
in local affairs require Clevelanders to give careful attention

to the ideas he has expressed about municipal reorganization.”

Rep. Mary Rose Oakar, U.S. House of Representatives.

“Judge Griffin has hit the mark in describing the difficulties and
frustrations of a Cleveland councilman. Decentralization of Cleveland
city government is worth a hard look.” Councilman Terence E. Copeland,
Cleveland City Council Ward 13.

“Neighborhoods are the life blood of Cleveland. I am unimpressed
from my own experience that county-wide or regional government
will help Cleveland’s neighborhoods. This book suggests a more
fruitful approach. It deserves to be widely read and discussed.”
Harry Fagan, Director, Commission on Catholic Community Action.
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