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"I have my wa f i g h t i n g  and I un­
d e r s t m d  it  

t h e  scab, t h e  o n l y  way t o  treat  it is 
t o  p u l l  away t h e  scab, g i v e  t h e  sore 

treat t h a t  . There is 

approach Cleo a t i o n a l  p o l i ­ 

t ics .I' 


f r o n t a t i o n s ,  a s  ou 

"Promises of Power 


I
p r e s i d e n t  George Forbes r e p r e s e n t s  a 

conf i rma t ion  i n  a c t i o n  of h i s  p o l i t i ­ 

cal dictum. 


I t  also r e p r e s e n  

est c o n f l i c t s  be 

t i c a l  a l l i e s ,  bo u b s t a n t i a l  p o l i ­ 

t i c a l  operatives, t h a t  I can remember. 


Stokes ,  af ter  a b reak  in r e l a t i o n s  

s u r f a c e d ,  s t r u c k  Forbes on t w o  l e v e l s  

where Forbes cou ld  be most v u l n e r a b l e :  

h i s  emotional  language,  and h i s  dea l ­ 

i n g s  t h a t  seem t o  b e n e f i t  h imsel f  and 


I 
h i s  f r i e n d s  f i n a n c i a l l y .  


By p u b l i c l y  opening t h e s e  a r e a s  Stokes 


tlmost m a d g i t  necessa ry  t h a t  t h e  new: 
iedia f o l l o w  up. 

; a i d  S t o k e s  : TIe ( F o r b e s )  h a s  t u r n e d  
,u t  t o  be  a foul-mouthed, unregenera­
:ed p o l i t i c i a n  of t h e  m o s t  d e s p i c a b l e  
sort and I t h i n k  B e  ought t o  b e  o u t  
Pf o f f  ice. 'I 

Ie went on f a r t h e r  in a WERE r a d i o  i n  
:erview t o  slam Forbes  on t y p i c a l l y
!oul language,  c h a r g i n g  him w i t h  ca l l  
tng b l a c k s ,  " n i g g e r s ,  I f  and b l a c k  wom­
aen l awyer s ,  "black b i t c h e s . "  

Ie t h e n  charged Forbes  w i t h  p o l i t i c a l
inf luence  i n  h e l p i n g  h i s  f r i e n d s  and 
suggested t h a t  Forbes might be reward 
?d i n  r e t u r n .  

'How he (Forbes )  subsequen t ly  b e n e f i t  
erom t h a t  I would not  d a r e  t o  specu­
l a t e  upon," s a i d  S t o k e s  a f t e r  r e l a t i n  
chat a Forbes  l a w  p a r t n e r  h e l d  a con­
tract w i t h  S tanda rd  O i l  o f  Ohio 
[SOHIO) f o r  s e c u r i t y  on its new b u i l d  
ing. It  w a s  a p r o j e c t  Forbes pushed
Seavi ly  and wanted no p u b l i c  d i s c u s ­
s ion .  

Forbes,  in t h e  p a s t  few y e a r s ,  h a s  ex 
panded h i s  p r i v a t e  b u s i n e s s  d e a l i n g s ,
i s i n g  h i s  w i f e ,  Mary, as t h e  o f f i c i a l  
3wner, i n t o  hous ing ,  b r o a d c a s t i n g  and 
Dther b u s i n e s s e s ,  i n c l u d i n g  an outdoo 
novie t h e a t e r  w i t h  former c o u n c i l  
p r e s i d e n t  J i m  S t a n t o n ,  a major f o e  of 
Stokes d u r i n g  h i s  term as mayor. 

That makes it ha rd  for a newspaper
l i k e  t h e  Pee D e e  t o  i g n o r e ,  a s  it has 
t h e  i m p l i c a t i o n s  of Forbes b u s i n e s s  
d e a l i n g s .  

S tokes  went a s  f a r  as c a l l i n g  f o r  For 
bes removal from o f f i c e  and sugges t e
t h a t  h e ' d  h e l p  i n  a c h i e v i n g  t h a t  aim,
accord ing  t o  a Pee Dee accoun t .  

The s p l i t  t h u s  seems a chasm t h a t  t h c  



)est of peace-makers would have trou­
)le b r i d g i n g .  I n  f a c t ,  l i t t l e  p u b l i c  
-esponse  i n  defense of  e i t h e r  hasbeen  
widenced. Most seem t o  w a n t  t o  s t a y
:lear of t h e  b a t t l e .  

Forbes must, or shou ld ,  b e  wor r i ed  
iecause  h e  h a s  most t o  lose. 

Fur ther ,  Forbes  h a s  n o t  had t o  f a c e  
) o l i t i c a l l y  a s  formidable a n  opposi­
; i on  as C a r l  S t o k e s  when h i s  own p o l i .
; ical  l i f e  hung i n  t h e  ba l ance .  

r h e r e ' s  a n  impor tan t  s t r a t e g i c  d i f ­
'erence i n  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  s t y l e s  o f t h e  
;wo b l a c k  p o l i t i c a l  leaders. While 
$ t o k e s  h a s  a n  a p p e a l i n g  p e r s o n a l  p o l i .
:ical s t y l e  when campaigning, h e  a l so  
;as relied h e a v i l y  upon o r g a n i z a t i o n .  

porbes h a s  tremendous p e r s o n a l  p o l i ­
:ical s k i l l s .  But he  h a s  never  r e a l l y
loved beyond h i s  ward where h e  has  
)ear comple te  s a f e t y .  H e  h a s  n o t ,  
iowever, a t t empted  t o  b u i l d  a p o l i t i
:a1 c o n s t i t u e n t  base beyond t h a t .  

[n  an open p o l i t i c a l  b a t t l e  w i t h  
Stokes t h a t  would be a serious d i sad ­
rant  age.  

; t okes  i n  1970 o rgan ized  t h e  2 1 s t  
l i s t r ic t  Caucus when t h e  Democratic 
) a r t y ,  i r o n i c a l l y ,  r e f u s e d  t o  seat 
jeorge  Forbes  as v i c e  chairman. 

: tokes w a s  able t o  use t h a t  power
lase i n  1971 t o  knock o f f  t h e  Demo­
:ratic p a r t y  f a v o r i t e  Tony G a r o f o l i  i l  
:he pr imary .  He also was able t o  pun
i s h  t h r e e  s i t t i n g  black council  mem­
,ers, d e f e a t i n g  them. That shou ld  be  
L haun t ing  memory t o  Forbes.  

If S t o k e s ,  v i a  t h e  2 1 s t  Dis t r ic t  Cau­
:us, dec ided  t o  back c o u n c i l  c h a l l e n ­
gers, h e  c o u l d  ve ry  w e l l  control two 

ee v o t e s  of  b l a c k  c o u n c i l  mem­
3ers. 

I t ' s  n o t  h a r d  t o  f i g u r e  o u t  what t h a t  
nould mean when Forbes  b a r e l y  s u r v i v ­
ed a v o t e  fo r  c o u n c i l  p r e s i d e n t
l a s t  t i m e ,  o n l y  a f te r  one  b l a c k  v o t e ,  
under tremendous p r e s s u r e  from b l a c k  
l e a d e r s ,  w a s  changed and a coup t o  
dump Forbes  f e l l  a p a r t .  

A p o l i t i c a l  f i g u r e  close t o  b o t h  s a y s
t h a t  Forbes  d o e s n ' t  real ize  how angry
S tokes  is o v e r  rumors which h e  f e e l s  
he t r a c e d  c l e a r l y  back t o  Zeke Forbes 
George ' s  brother. T h i s  pe r son  also 
b e l i e v e s  t h a t  George d i d n ' t  have any­
t h i n g  t o  do w i t h  t h e  rumors. 

H e  does warn, however, t h a t  George
should  n o t  unde res t ima te  S t o k e s ,  as  
many have  done p o l i t i c a l l y  t o  t h e i r  
d e t r i m e n t .  

The rumors i n v o l v e  a s t o r y  t h a t  goes
back i n  Cleve land  h i s t o r y  when Stokes 
w a s  mayor  and a boyco t t  of McDonald'c 
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lamburger c h a i n  cha l l enged  t h e  f r a n ­
:b i se  over b l a c k  ownership.  Many pro­
3inent b l a c k s  were involved  but  o n l y  
;WO were cha rged  w i t h  blackmail ­
i abbi  David H i l l ,  who f l e d ,  and J i m  
t a p l i n ,  who was j a i l e d .  

tumors have been c i r c u l a t i n g  t h a t  h e  
vas r e t u r n i n g  and making a d e a l  w i t h  
:ounty p r o s e c u t o r  John Cor r igan .  Some-
low S t o k e s '  name w a s  l i n k e d .  

:o r r igan  h a s  had d i s p u t e s  w i t h  S t o k e s  
Lnd Forbes ,  pu r su ing  t h e  c a r n i v a l  
: r i a l  w i t h  t h e  l a t t e r .  

Stokes wrote i n  h i s  book: "In 1970. 
vhen w e  t o l d  t h e  t o p  men i n  t h e  county
lemocratic p a r t y  t h a t  w e  w a n t e d b l a c k  
:ouncilman George Forbes  t o  be a v i c e  
:hairman, most of them agreed  excep t  
:o r r igan .  H e  a l l u d e d  t o  some c o r r u p t -
less on t h e  p a r t  o f  Forbes  and declztr­
?d t h a t  Forbes  w a s  no t  go ing  t o  b e  an  
l f f i c e r  of  t h e  p a r t y ,  and t h e  o t h e r s  
� e l l  i n t o  l i n e  behind  him. They cou ld  
lot  buck him, because  h e  cou ld  t u r n  
Loose h i s  o f f i c e  on anyone of  themand 
nake l i f e  ve ry  uncomfor tab le .  Two 
fears l a t e r  i n  1972,  Forbes  a l i g n e d
i imsel f  w i t h  t h e  w h i t e  Democrats,  and 

Some p e o p l e  f e e l  t h a t  S tokes  is para­
noid about  t h e  rumors b u t  he  appa ren t ­
l y  f e l t  t h a t  t h e y  cou ld  be  ex t remely
dangerous t o  him. 

The rumors d e f i n i t e l y  have been ped­
d l e d  around and t h e y  have  a v i c i o u s ­
n e s s  about them. 

Forbes '  s u c c e s s  i n  making money and 
ga in ing  power i n  S t o k e s '  absence  from 
Cleveland probably  h e l p s  f u e l  t h e  
resentment .  

S tokes  a p p a r e n t l y  f e e l s  t h a t  he played 
a major role  i n  opening economic pos­
s i b i l i t i e s  fo r  Cleve land  blacks w i t h  
h i s  fou r -yea r  t e r m  and a t  g r e a t  pe r ­
s o n a l  expense.  And he  w a s n ' t  reward­
ed  w e l l  enough. 

Of c o u r s e ,  S tokes  l e f t  Cleve land  f o r  
some 1 0  y e a r s .  I n  t h a t  t i m e  e v e n t s  
d i d n ' t  s t o p .  

But h i s  v i c t o r y  as  muny c o u r t  judge  
showed t h a t  h e  remains a formidable 
p o l i t i c a l  force.  H i s  name remembered 
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not o n l y  for h i s  achievements bu t  be­
cause h i s  b r o t h e r  Louis h a s  kep t  t h e  
name b e f o r e  t h e  p u b l i c ,  i n  h igh  re­
ga rd .  

And t h e  u se  of t h e  21st District Cau­
cus i n  b o t h  t h e  dome and schoo l  h o t e l  
f i g h t s  shows t h a t  S tokes  can still 
move peop le ,  even i f  h e  i s n ' t  on t h e  
s t a g e  p e r s o n a l l y .  

S tokes  must realize now too t h a t  h e  
missed by small chances  a much more 
h i s t o r i c  role i n  p o l i t i c s .  

S tokes  h a d n ' t  meant to  be mayor of 
Cleve land  but had s i g h t s  on n a t i o n a l  
p o l i t i c s  as a congressman. 

A s  a state leg is la tor ,  he  pushed for i 
d i s t r i c t  which could accommodate a 
b l ack  candidate. But c o u r t  a c t i o n  helc  
up t h e  creation of  t h e  d i s t r i c t  and 
t h r e e  weeks af ter  becoming mayor, t h e  
seat opened a f t e r  a Supreme Court ru l ­
ing .  

"It  w a s  my d i s t r i c t , ' '  he  wrote of t h e  
2 1 s t 7 " I  had fought  for i t .  Now t h r e t  
b l ack  Democratic councilmen l i n e d  up 
t o  r u n  for it - George Forbes ,  Leo 
Jackson and George White. They hadn ' t  
suppor ted  m e  i n  my f i g h t  a g a i n s t  t h e  
p a r t y  t o  create a d i s t r i c t  a b l a c k  
could  win  i n  and I ' d  be  damned b e f o r e  
I ' d  l e t  them r e a p  t h e  b e n e f i t .  

"I r a n  my b r o t h e r  Louis  - who had beer 
one of t h e  l awyer s  who argued t h e  case- and p u t  behind  him a l l  t h e  machinerq 
which 	had j u s t  elected m e  as mayor."
Stokes  adds  t h a t  h i s  b r o t h e r  soundly
de fea t ed  a l l  t h r e e ,  even i n  t h e i r  
home bases. 

S tokes  and Forbes  became closer when 
Carl was mayor and Forbes  a l e a d e r  fox 
h i m  i n  c a u n c i l .  But Forbes  r e t u r n e d  
to  t h e  p a r t y  when Carl  l e f t .  

One c a n ' t  u n d e r e s t i m a t e  t h e  p o t e n t i a l
e f f e c t  of t h e  Stokes-Forbes r i f t ,  
p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  a n  e l e c t i o n  y e a r .  

S tokes  has t h e  r e p u t a t i o n  of s t r i k i n g  
out  f a s t  and hard  a t  anyone who h a s  
o r  he  p e r c e i v e s  h a s  a t t a c k e d  him. 
And he  p e r c e i v e s  t h i s  rumor s p r e a d i n g  
as a v i c i o u s  a t t a c k  t h a t  cou ld  seri­
ously damage him. 

Unless Forbes  can p a t c h  t h i s  up i t  
could  be  a long y e a r  fo r  him. 

* * 
I I 

DOME 
Dome-mania is back .  

A l l  t h e  p o l i t i c i a n s  and c i v i c  leaders 
are l i n i n g  up and t h e  Pee D e e  and t h e  
rest of t h e  news media are coun t ing  
noses  t o  check  i f  t h e y  are a l l  
s t r a i g h t  i n  l i n e  t o  g i v e  away t h e  
p u b l i c  money. 

Wouldn't i t  b e  r e f r e s h i n g  i f  t h o s e  
forces g o t  t o g e t h e r  t o  s o l v e  t h e  pro­
blem of homeless peop le  o r  how peop le  
i n  need might g e t  food  and p r o p e r
housing. 

But no. I n s t e a d ,  t h e  news media ­
c h e e r l e a d i n g  as u s u a l  f o r  v e s t e d  in ­
terests - are  pushing  t h e  p o l i t i c i a n s  
t o  t a p  t h e  p u b l i c  t i l l  for t h e  m u l t i ­
m i l l i o n a i r e  team owners, t h e i r  m i l ­
l i o n a i r e  b a l l  p l a y e r s ,  c o n c e s s i o n a i r ­
es, and t h o s e  who can  cha rge  o f f  t h e i .  
t a x e s  on  loges and good times. 

Have you e v e r  seen t h e  media c r u s a d e  
f o r  t h e  in te res t s  of poor  peop le  t h e  
waythey  c r u s a d e  for t h e  r i c h  ? 

Cleveland  would f a l l  i n t o  a h o l e  i f  
w e  d o n ' t  - on  t h e  p u b l i c  d o l e  -
b u i l d  a dome f o r  A r t  Modell and t h e  
gang t h a t  w i l l  buy t h e  I n d i a n s .  

So l i n e  u p ,  Mayor George Voinovich. 
L ine  up,  Gov. Dick Celeste, L ine  up ,
Mary B o y l e ,  Tim Hagan and V i r g i l
Brown. Line  up ,  c o u n c i l  m e m b e r s .  

And do your du ty .  Represent t h e  r i c h  
and t h e  wea l thy .  I s n ' t  t h a t  why 
y o u ' r e  t h e r e  ? 

And g e t  r eady :  peop le .  A few more 
p o l i t i c a l  careers have t o  go  t h e  way
of Vince Campanella. 

* * 
MODELL 
A r t  Modell, Browns owner, has  been 
doing  as w e l l  i n  c o u r t  as  h i s  team 
h a s  on t h e  f i e l d .  

Modell l o s t  a n o t h e r  l e g a l  b a t t l e  i n  
h i s  long  t u s s l e  w i t h  m i n o r i t y  owner 
Bob G r i e s .  

The O h i o  Supreme Court ove r - ru l ed  an 
a p p e a l s  c o u r t  r u l i n g  t h a t  would havc 
den ied  t h e  G r i e s  f ami ly  a second s l o t  
on t h e  Browns' board  of d i r e c t o r s .  

The r u l i n g  upheld  Gries '  c o n t e n t i o n  
t h a t  a f a m i l y  deal had i n s u r e d  t w o  
of seven  board  seats.  

G r i e s ,  of c o u r s e ,  is s t i l l  o u t v o t e d .  

Th i s  v i c t o r y  f o l l o w s  l a s t  y e a r ' s  ve r ­
d i c t  t h a t  Modell had t o  pay back t o  
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o 	t h e  Browns, $6-mil l ion p a i d  f o r  
he s a l e  of t h e  Cleveland Stadium 
o r p .  t o  t h e  Browns. Hodell  owned 
o s t  of t h e  CSC and G r i e s  had charged
ode11 w i t h  s e l f - d e a l i n g  by having 
he Browns buy CSC for an  i n f l a t e d  
rice. . 

udge John A n g e l l o t t a  r u l e d  s u r p r i s ­
ngly almost  t o t a l l y  i n  f a v o r  o f G r i e e  
nd sugges t ed  t h a t  Modell might be 
ade t o  pay t h e  c o n s i d e r a b l e  l e g a l  
ees of t h e  p l a i n t i f f ,  a c o n s i d e r a b l e  
low t o  Modell. 

nd t h e  l e g a l  f i g h t i n g  between t h e  
w o  h a s n ' t  ended w i t h  more c o u r t  
a t  es upcoming. 

* * 

qnched 

But t h e  v o t e  showed t h a t  s u p p o r t  f o r  
Muny was heavy i n  1979 i n  b l a c k  wards 
when t h e  C i t y  last  vo ted  on t h e  i s s u e  
of s e l l i n g  Muny. 

For i n s t a n c e ,  E a r l e  Turner 's  ward had 
a 54.7 p e r  cen t  pro-Mung v o t e .  (Pig­
ures r e v i s e d  t o  f i t  new wards,  a s  com­
p i l e d  by  t h e  c i t y ) .  

Artha Woods' Nard 6, 52 .2  p e r  c e n t  f o r  
Muny; La r ry  J o n e s ,  69.2 pro-Muny; Fan­
n i e  Lewis, 51.7.  Even George Forbes ,  
48 .5  p e r  c e n t  a g a i n s t  t h e  sale. 

B e s t  s i d e  c o u n c i l  members, of c o u r s e ,  
have t o  e o n s i d e r  t h e i r  ward v o t e s :  
He len  Smith,  74.2 p e r  c e n t  pro-Muny;
J i m  Rokaksi,  76.3 p e r  c e n t ;  J o e  Cannon 
78.1 p e r  c e n t ;  Dale U i l l e r ,  67 .5 .  

I t ' s  h i g h l y  u n l i k e l y  c o u n c i l  members 
want t o  t a k e  on such  an  emotional  is-

h e r e ' s  a good reason t h e  - sue i n  an election p e a r .  Lynch, whose 
e l a n d  Electr ic  I l l u m i n a t i n g  Co. ward w e n t  77.3 p e r  c e n t  for Muny, 
C E I )  e f f o r t  t o  obtain Muny L igh t  by shou ld  b e  aware a l s o  t h a t  t h e  o n l y

long-term lease won't  fly. voca l  s u p p o r t  h e ' s  r e c e i v i n g  comes 
from John Zayac (59 .6  p e r  c e n t ) .

t ' s  c a l l e d  p o l i t i c s .  
I f  t h a t  i s n ' t  t h e  k i s s  of d e a t h ,  t h a t  

n t h i s  p o l i t i c a l  y e a r ,  w i t h  h i s  col- phrase h a s  no meaning. 

eagues f a c i n g  f i g h t s  f o r  f o u r  y e a r 

ems, John Lynch showed h i s  p o l i t i - * * 

a1 acumen by l aunch ing  h i s  mayoral Newdesign
amprtign w i t h  a CEI  missle dud. i I f  P o i n t  of V i e w  l o o k s  d i f f e r e n t  i t ' s  


f i g u r e s  showing 

,ynch t h a t  h i s  p roposa l  would be  
reeted abou t  as w e l l  as a n  i c e b e r g
. r r i v i n g  a t  a s ny beach r e s o r t .  

;veri George For h a s  cold-shoulderedI 
h e  p roposa l .  

,ynch a p p a r e n t l y  thought  he cou ld  1 
. couple of west side council 
,nd fuse  them w i t h  Forbes 
black c o u n c i l  members v o t e s .  

because it is* 

g i n a l l y  des igned  bY John 
1968 when it s t a r t e d .  

Morrell l e f t  town and r e t u r n e d .  When 
w e  m e t  r e c e n t l y  he wanted t o  know i f  

were still  p u t t i n g  o u t  t h a t  t h i n g .
Y e s .  H e  t hough t  maybe it c o u l d  use ai 
u p d a t i n g ,  g r a p h i c a l l y .  So h e r e  it is. 

Morrell d i d  t h e  f i r s t  w a l l  mural i n  
downtown Cleveland Some 1 7  y e a r s  ago
w i t h  h i s  i n t e g r a t e d  pa rk  bench s t i l l  
a t  E a s t  9 t h  and Rockwell. 
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