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ClevelandNow: 
another gimmick 

ask yourself: Is the answer 
e massive physical and social 

ems of  American cities to be 
in 55g contributions of wi­
1Dq donations of welfare 

ren, o r  one hour's wages of 

and NOW, (CN), creates the 
that it is. Therefore,


pornographic answer to the 

ills. It is a diversion. 


oment, let's not talk a­
ogram content - - which is 

but merely about its ra­
which is deceptive.

spirit, positive thinking
osterism - - based in some 
donation concept - - will 
city problems. 


s concept had any value, why 

nance the $ 3 0  billion a year
Vietnam that way? Why not 
rica Now campaign to raise 
02 billions the Pentagon 
ext fiscal year? Or fi­


space program or the 

ollar SST program simi-


B a  A DOLLARS" WORTH OF INVOLVEMENT 

ent by donations is a 

It is the gimmick illusion 


icipation. For involve­

ans having the power to in­


e and make decisions, not 
2 5 4  or $1 million to "ex­

tokes, in announcing CN, 

at, "in addition to city 

, the program utilizes the 
inking of experts in the 
sector" and that this "is 
that it is a program of 

unity, by the community." 
assumed the community was 

of people, not 'experts.' 

Are the 'experts' t&& whd plan­
ned Cleveland urban rene%pl, pub­
lic housing, and j o b  prd&ams by
consulting- computers and not peo­
ple? 

Ironically, CN's ploy comes at a 

time in history when real involve­

ment has taken its most creative 

forms: blacks in the ghetto de­

manding control and power over 

their destiny, and students as­

serting the same. There's in­

volvement with purpose. 


Politically cute, CM has cre­
ated - - with the help of an ir­
responsible press the pre­
tense of problem solving, some­
thing Cleveland does best. Ma­
yor Stokes put it well himself 
two years ago before the U.S. 
Civil Rights Commission: 

"We have, in Cleveland, developed
the art of accenting the positive 
to the exclusion of remedying the 
negative. How difficult it is,
but necessary, to advocate as a 
remedy the accenting of  the nega­
tive. How else to strike at and 
endeavor to dispel the deep, al­
most indigenous false sense of se­
curity and accomplishment that 
pervades this city?" 

Mr. Stokes w a s  right. Cleveland 
excells in creating the image of 
movement, without moving. It ex­
alts the 'private way' a sick­
ening paternalism perpetuated by
CN. Ironically, it does this de­
spite heavy, pleading reliance 
on the federal government - - $143 
of the $177 millions for CN. 

POWER STRUCTURE PUT-ON. . '. . 
Who champions CN? Business, in­
dustry, and civic elites, of 
course. Some $10 million is asked 
of 2 , 8 0 0  firms; about $1,780 a 
year - - and half of that in some­
thing called "services ." Some 
firms spend more than that on 
stamps. 
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What does  i n d u s t r y  g e t  i n  r e t u r n ?  
Keeping on t h e  good s i d e  of C i t y  
Hall h a s  some advantage3. F o r  PX­
ample,  t h e  c i t y  w i l l  keep a l l  i t s  
bonds r e s e r v e  funds i n  Clel-eland 
banks ,  i n s t e a d  o f  ii? t r e a s u r y  
n o t e s .  

,Ifore s i g n i f i c a n t l y ,  i r l l u s t r y  a c ­
q u i r e s  a t  a lmost  n o  ccst t h e  image
o f  a concerned ,  pyogres s ive  f o r c e ,  
r e spond ing  mngnanmousiy t o  t h e  
needs o f  t h e  community. iJm.-r.es 
Aeston was tclken i n  r e c s - i t i y  and 
wro te  t h a t  hi1siness leaders  h e r e  
n o t  o n l y  back Stekes "hut  {ar-.]
p r o v i d i n g  hint w i t h  whatever  st ' ifi- '  
mil i e rv i2cs  they  car, T> reicq 
s t r L c t  t h e  : i ty.")  

.inti b e s t ,  C \  c f f e i t i s 5 l y  ccnc23 i .  
i i ie n + e d  f u r  profound shAnges i n  
t h e  s c c i e t y  and r a d i c a l  t a x  r e ­
v-i ' ion.  CV beautifuily perpe t , ­
aces t h e  myth t ha t  prot?:ems :ire 
be:rlg sclveJ w i t h  b a ~ i ~ l e s ~i n  
t?!r t o r s .  

F c r  L i b c r d I ;  t h e r e ' s  so.i.ething Eo 
he:ieve in a g n i n .  The:. haven' L 
r i d  thmsc3lveS o f  t h e  Laxsckc e r i  
(1 m c h  xi t h e y ' v e  upda ted  ~ t .  

t i le p:i>ii: s e r t z r ,  he  dzes L: h i t 3  
d o i i r e n c c  t o  p r i v z t e  a l 1 t i s n ' .  l L f 5  
based on p e r s o n a l i t y  c u l t ,  n s t  :i 
bond w i t h  t h o s e  who n e r d  3 cin. ; ipion.
I t ' s  m a n i p u l a t i v e ,  n o t  so rnn i t t e J .  

CY3 s  a program l a c k s  m a g i n a t i o n ,  
c r e a t i v i t y  and p l ann ing .  I t  was 
p u t  t o g e t h e r  h a s t i l y  wi th  t h e  i ­
deas af  a few ' e x p e r t s '  i n  4 8  h o u r s .  
I t s  h i s t o r y  i s  s i m p l e .  S h o r t l y
a f t e r  D r .  X a r t i n  Luther  K ing ' s
d e a t h ,  b u s i n e s s  l e a d e r s  were t o l d  
t o  come up w i t h  some money. Okay,
t h s y  s a i d ,  g i v e  us  a program a 
r eason  t o  g i v e  you t h e  money.
Sewsmedia e x e c u t i v e s  respondad 51­
m i l a r l y ,  "Come up wi th  a program,
and we'll s e l l  i t ."  Implicit, of 
c o u r s e ,  w a s  t h e  coming summer. 

S a d l y ,  hav ing  evolved  from t h e  
d e a t h  o f  Dr, King, t h e  poor  w i l l  
pa). most d e a r l y  i n  t h e  end .  Ex­
p e c t a t i o n s ,  unach ievab le  by t h e  
program, w i l l  r i s e .  Then t h o s e  
c h a r i t a b l e  peop le  who gave mo­
ney �or  ' i nvo lvemen t '  w i l l  blame 
t h e  poor  when t h e  problems 3s  
t hey  w i l l  grow worse.  

Most sf t h e  program e x i s t e d  be­
f o r e  0); was even thoirgh o f .  But 
eve ry t .h ing  now carr ies  the  t 3 ~9C l e v e l x l d  Now. I t ' s  l i k e  'ou:;ing 
a new s u i t  f o r  a c o r p j e .  

F i r s t ,  t h e  media t a l k s  about  1 1 , -
O D 0  j o b s .  A c t u a l l y ,  5 , 5 0 0  a r e  
inereiy sQmmr3r j o b s  ani! 5 u s i ­
ness will 5x11 s h o r t  0 5  i t s  5 , ­
080  ma2 ccmmitmerit. A n o t h e r  
2 , 0 0 0  a r c  a!!ocated t o  . l . i :d-Jszs,
-fundc$ a y z a r  a;o x-Lt!., $ 5  ~ r :1. i , , L L I O T if 

3nd p roduc ing  ac b e s t  rnexia: j o b s ,  

a r e  promise2  s n d e r  ~ h e:;a 
Alliance o f  Rusin"ss2ar: b 
The r e s t  a r e  prinarily tr 
prcgraxs which have a i 3 : ~  
t o r y  of  f a i l u r e .  

1'~ h -Cast: 5 1 3 , 7 5 i > . ,  0 - s i ,  
F?aL?i rW, t ,  i n i l u 3 i n ;  5 

Sone p e r s p e c t i v z  3 n  t 
Thsrc  r r e  some 13,5dii) 8 

F e J e r a t i m  s t u d y  figure' 

i l e ; t . l a r .d ,  t he  unemp?

i s  IS .  5 \ ;  oi:e of t : . i~ ,  


i-; e a r n x g  l e s s  than  on?  c a : ~  g e t  

by DP; -tad of*:-of-sch$e! ' C L t h  3x1 

pore t.han SG: u!:emp,oye-, . 

C : h 1 5  h s i i s i n g  c a l l  falls f ~ r 
s!i;rt 
o f  d e 5 i 1 - e ,  The 2 , : i j o  LiZLtS If pi-5­
lis h o u s i n g  and 4 0 0  l e a s e l  its 
have been  promised  by P u b l i c  iiaLs­
i n g  f o r  a t  l e a s t  two y e a r s .  They
have beer, i n  v a r i o u s  ' 5 t 5 - - '  o fg:, 

devc l sp i s rn t .  

CX's  c a l l  f o r  1,1?0 ar:d re53b­
i l i t a t e d  homes is a m p l i f r e l  by t h e  
f a c t  t h a t  a rundown o f  sue> e fco r t s ;  
i n  H c ~ g ha l o n e ,  (Cleveland Press ,  
March 2 0 1 ,  shows 1 , 1 0 8  ir, ' v a r i o u s  
developmant s t a g e s .  ' 
A n o t h e r  1 , 0 0 0  u n i t s  o� n e w  home 
o m e r s h i p  have been i n  planning,
b u t  C i t y  Counci l  i s  b a l k i n g ,  es ­
p e c i a l l y  011 some u n i t s  i n  P u b l i c  
Housing. 

P e r s p e c t i v e  : There arz soiw 6 0 ,  ­
000 s u b s t a n d a r d  hous ing  u n i t s  ~n 
C leve land ,  and more t h a n  25,0110 
low income f a m i l i e s ,  most l i c i n g
i n  bad h o u s i n g .  

P r o p o s a l s  f o r  u rban  renewal  have 
b u i l t - i n  dange r s .  C leve land  renew­
a l  k i l l s  poor  peop le .  ?;ow, new mo­
ney i s  be ing  sough t  f o r  Z ln ive r s i ty  
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: i r c l e ,  E u c l i d  Avenue, and down-
.own. Where w i l l  c i t y  r e s o u r c e s  
md concern  go t o  Hough, Glen­
; i l l e  and t h e  E e a r  West S i d e ,  o r  
:o t h e  u n i v e r s i t y  complex, i n s t i t u ­
t i ons  and b u s i n e s s e s ?  The p a s t  zhows 
t h a t  p r i v a t e  i n t e r e s t s  h a r e  p r i o r i t y  
x e r  t h e  p o o r .  

J u s t  t r a y e l  i n  Hough and t h e n  spead
f i v e  minu tes  i n  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  Cir­
c l e  a r e a .  To b u i l d  hcxs ing  i n  wougt?
is i m p a s s i b l e ,  b u t  sccor;d homes fo r  
Riddle c l a s s  s t u d e n t s  r i s e  e a s i l y .  

b%en t h e  �edera l  government r e l e a s e d  
f u ~ ; & sfor U n i v e r s i t y - E u c l l d ,  ( o f
which Hough 1'; a ? a r t ) ,  what hecane 

e f i r s t  or-dcr? Funds t o  com­
r t e  t h e  p u r c h a s e  of  l a n d  t o  a l ­

n t  o f  6 0 0  ur i r t s  o i  
h igh  c o s t  h o ~ s l c gf a r  t h e  u s i v e r ­
s i t i e s .  

Ne i l  C a n t h e r s ,  p r e s l d m t  c f  t h e  

i l n i s e r s i t y  C i r c l e  3 

Fouzda t ion ,  s a i d  he 


ng would re!ieve s h o r t a g e s .  
o<l .and $ 2 5 0  f o r  one and two 

you can be  sure %hose  s h o r t ­
ages hill h e  essed .  f r i o r i t l c s  
c a a t i n m  t o  � 5 3 - 0 1  p r i v e t e  i z s t i ­
tut i0r .s  and I :us i r , r ss .  S h o i t l y
a i t e r  the f w , d  r r l e a s e ,  t k e  r i n e k ­

p a r t m w t  CdLed a h i 1  15oas-6 
nivcrsi t.y groiip though t
h t l y .  4 ~ t o ~ , e ' ct h r o t i  frcri, 

t h e  c i t y  be r r i e s  about  

p a t r i r i a r ~ sa r e  c l o s e r  t o  
a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  t h a n  t G  b l p h  

. 4r. S t o k e s '  neb image
ill S;iverman, h a i l s  f r o m  
s o f  Kepublicanism. i i e  
? ' a f t ' s  c a ~ p a i g n ,XcrLed 

e ne%'  Dick Nixon's, and ncii 
a c c o r 2 i q  t o  ihe  P l a i n  

r ,  t h a t  p a r t  O f  kis j oh  is 
O P s t e r  izorals i n  t h e  c i t y .
p r e t e n s i o n s .  Whose m o r a l s ?  

lverman may make C leve land  a 
b r a g - a - l o t  c i t y  on t h e  sur­

* but image e v e n t u a l l y  w a r s  
ugh and becomes what i t  i s .  
o i t  and Fewark are good exam-

PROPAGANDA PARADE. . . s 

The f i n a l  e l emen t ,  and a c r u c i a l  
one, h a s  been  t h e  ro l e  of t h e  p r e s s  
ifi CN. I t  has pounded people  wi th  
Propaganda a t  e v e r y  t u r n .  

o r  t h e  t h r e e  t e l e v i s i o n  s t a t i o n s  
o 	make a propaganda f i l m ,  show 
t a t  pr ime t i m e  and make no ana ­
y t i c a l  e f f o r t ,  i s  i r r e s p o n s i b l e ,  
o t  p u b l i c  service.  The f o l l o w ­
p ha5 been e q u a l l y  d i s h o n e s t .  

"he newspapers t rea t  CN as i f  t h e  
\?mighty C a R e  down p e r s o n a l l y  and 
cave Cleve land  THE ANSWER. The 
ioopla  would p u t  P.T. Earr,um t o  
:hame. The f u l l  page ads f o r  t h e  
dayor t o  p r e s s u r e  Counc i l ,  d e s p i t e
i t s  o m  d e p l o r a b l e  c o n d i t i o a ,  here 
3 l a t a n t l y  e x t o r t i o n i s t .  

k s p i t e  t h e  s e r i o u s  problr-cs ,  t h e  
nedia  t r e a t s  CN as i f  i t  k e T t  a 
fund d r i v e  f o r  t h e  Boy S c o u t s .  The 
3ep ths  t o  which t h e  e n t i r e  e x t r a ­
vaganza s i n k s  was made p f s i n  i n  a 
g o s s i p  column i n  t h e  P l a i n  L e a l e r .  
I'he column used  t h e  d e a t h  of  Merle 
YcCurdy t o  g e t  a n o t h e r  l i t t l e  ylag
i n  f o r  Cleve land  Now: 

"Merie McCurdy's d e a t h  deprives t h e  
Cleve land  Now campaign o f  3 s c z t r i ­
b u t i o n , "  i t  s a i d .  

And T;eopl e worry  aboli: pnrqography 
and o b s c e n i t y .  

The U.S. s e e k s  an ' h o n o r a b l e '  
peace  i n  Vietnam. The v e r y
though t  debases  t h e  E n g l i s h
language .  

What ' s  an honorab le  way Out of  
t h e  s t i c k y  predicament  of  hav ing
murdered a few hundred thousand 
pec;ple? 

O r  t h e  honorab le  method of  e x ­
p l a i n i n g  20,000 l i v e s  l o s t  i n  
Vietnam? O r  t h e  honorab le  i n ­
t e r p r e t a t i o n  f o r  hav ing  dropped  
more bombs on a s m a l l  n a t i o n  i n  
a coup le  o f  y e a r s  t h a n  have e v e r  
been dropped i n  any war? 

And, wha t ' s  t h e  honorab le  accoun t  
f o r  a few thousand cans  o f  napalm 
on Vietnamese v i l l a g e r s ?  Who 
t h i n k s  up t h e  honorab le  excuse  
f o r  l y i n g  t o  t h e  American p u b l i c
a b o u t  who s t a r t e d  what a t  t h e  
Bay o f  Tonkin? And who w i l l  p r o ­
v i d e  t h e  h o n o r a b l e ,  d e l i c a t e  rea­
s o n i n g  f o r  t h o s e  bombs t h a t  open
and send  s t e e l  p e l l e t s  t h a t  smash 
th rough  a man's b r a i n ?  

Maybe t h e  o n l y  ' honorab le '  c h o i c e  
ROW i s  f o r  L B J  t o  r e p l a c e  H a r r i ­
man w i t h  P e r r y  Mason. 
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petty people of district 22 
What are you going to do about the 
sick people o f  your district, Rep.
Bolton and aspiring (for District 
2 2 )  Rep. Vanik? We hope that in 
your campaigning you will take 
some concern for the mental health 
of your constituents. 

You would agree publicly, I'm sure, 
to the description of your elec­
torate as well-educated, law-abid­
ing, self-reliant, well-employed,
God fearing, - - in essence - - sub­
stantial citizens? 

Yet a poll by Rep. Bolton - - with 
careful reading - - shows them to 
be prejudiced, selfish, dependent,
rather vicious, certainly stupid
and somewhat criminal. 

At a time when the poor are des­
perately in need of help, and the 
nation moves toward upheaval, your
constituents voted - - 69% of them -
for a cutback in domestic (read: 
programs for the poor) spending, 
S O  that taxes would not be increas­
ed. Subsidizing poor people is 
to be avoided, they s a y .  

Yet, these same self-reliant peo­
ple elected - - 6 6 %  of them - - to 
have tax credits for their chil­
dren to attend college. 

And, these law-abiding individu­
als elected - - 58% of them - - to 
deny other Americans, presumably
with darker skin, free access to 
housing. They opposed the open
housing bill. 

While denying the right to live 
where one can afford, these same 
individuals voted 785 o f  them - -
f o r  federal legislation to punish
those who engage in rioting and 
looting. 

And half of them opposed a $1 bil­
lion appropriation to rebuild 
neighborhoods, but at the same 
time 7 5 %  want t o  strengthen l o ­
cal l aw enforcement. 

What does all this mean? 
It means the good people of Dis­
trict 2 2  Cleveland Heights, U­
niversity Heights and surroindings -
would love to have the government 
pay their children's education costs 

but vigorously oppose the federal 

government getting involved in feed­

ing the hungry children of the poor. 


It means they would like people in 

the ghetto smashed when they loot 

the stores that have been looting

them legally for years. But, if 

by chance one of the blacks es­

capes the ghetto and can afford 

to live near them, they want to 

preserve the 'right' to deny him. 


It means they would like to tough­

en the hand of the police. But 

they'd rather not spend any money 

to deal with the problems. 


I don't know what you would call 
the person elected by this con­
stituency, but I can offer, from 
the above observations, a political
platform: Closed Housing, Closed 
Fist, and Closed Mind. It's a sure 
winner 
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