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Many Roads Lead 
To Jack Reavis 
*le Seth Taft  was risking gastric
disorders a t  the recent 9 8 d e n t  
&publican dinners, Jahn W. 'Jadc' 
-vis, his bss and a $1,000 
FqnJblican mster Club ilmber, was  
enjcyirg mwci-atic roast beef with 
car1 Stokes and admirers. 

&t don't ge t  the idea that there's 
a difference of opinion ketwxn ttE 
two elitist lawyers. It's mre ly  
3 reflection of Cleveland's E s t a b  
lis-nt law firm playing both 
sides of the pol i t ical  street. !BE 
cbject i s  to oontrol one's turf 
and t h  turf of Jones, Day, Cockley
and s a v i s  extends inperially f a r  
and wide. 

&s a public service and t o  spot­
light the Cleveland NAACP's dis­
gusting tribute of its Hrrman Rights 
award to Jack Reavis, Sunday,
Ppril 27,  Point of V i e w  zeroes 
i n  on Jones, Day, cockley and 
ReaVlS (JDCR). 

Reavis is senior law partner of 
of Cleveland, and Reavis, 

Pogue, N e a l  ard mse of Washington.
%re than 100 lawyers scurry abcrut 
for t h i s  finn. Although the 
NAACP i s  ,hQnoring Reavis, the 
lawyer-hsinessnan w i t h  world-wide 
mnnections has been unable to find 
a "qualified" N e g r o  for his l aw  
firm. k a v i s  must be la&* at the 
Union C l u b  where "they" aren't 
allowed except i n  w a i t e r ' s  uniforms. 

*I've always want& to stay in the 
backgroud," said Jack Mavis. 
Ard we don't b k him. 

T b  the and Clevelarfi m s -
Papers, Ja& Reavis may be mrth 
kroizing, but to anyone whc takes 
a gocd I&, Reavis i s  amt3-e-r f a t  
cat living off tl-te p r .  
*aexanple, the Plain ~ e a l e r  
editoridLly patted %vis for 

role as head of tte Business-
am's Interracial  cumittee in 
~tab3ishi.qthe port Authority.
P ~ S u m b l y ,t h i s  will help Negro 
empkjYmnt. 

or might there be an0th-x reason 
f a r  eav vis' interest in the port? 

The &axis firm has ties to the 
iron ore, coal and shippixq 
interests  of Hanna M i n i n g  and 'de 
steel industry. The firm repre-ts 

exarrple. 
But even mre direct, H. Rose 

r en t  of Iron ore CO. of Canada, 
a f h o w n e d  by Hanna w,
27%; Republic Steel, 25%; 
National Steel Corp., 20%; ~ r m m  
Steel, 10%; Yalngstawn sheet an3 
Tube CO., 10% & m h g  Steel,  8%. 

(ChapMn served as assistant 
secretary of treasury urd= Hum­
p b y  at the request of the 
f-r Goldwater fund-raiser. 
Hmphrey called him 'Chappie.') 

The Iron Ore Co. of Canada has 
shipped scms 150 million tons of 
ore fran Quebec through the 
Cleveland port since 1954 when 
it was f o d  by the Reavis firm,
which nw represents it. It 
is tapping one of the richest  
iron ore deposits i n  the warld. 

The Iron Ore ccmpany worked out 
a cheap t a r i f f ,  o e  to seven cents 
a ton, thus making exploitation of 
the Quebec mines attractive to 
Iknerican steel interests. "Hard 
Times, " a Washington W l y  , 
recently reported that in addition t o  
the low t a r i f f ,  there are other 
attractions, "like the availabil i ty
of an unskilled labor fore... 
to work in alternately i c e d &  
and msquito-infested mine p i t s ,
and a colonial earmy without the 
resources to make tbe tlse of the 
iron -its by itself." 

It goes on: "If you stand on the 
banks of the St. Lawrence Seaway 
a t  mntreal ,  you can see the f ru i t s  
of U.S. plunder of Quebec's re­
smces passing by i n  lm-slung,
heavy-lad& ore boats." 



Sure, Reavis i s  interested in  the 
develcprent of Cleveland ports 
t o  help Negrces. 

Before w e  get  any further mth 
the firm's business interests,  
w e ' l l  take a look a t  its "civic 
contribptions ." 
It was 1964 when Jack Reavis f i r s t  
began a role of t k  b u s i n e s m ' s  
volunteer f i r m  on racial unrest. 
Reavis, w i t h  t k  help of Jaxres 
'Dolph' Norton, v h  also terds to 
feel  secure bekind the scenes, 

called top Miness and black 

leaders to sit d a m  and reason away 

problans of city schcols. 

Norton is chief of the C h v e l a n d  and 

Greater Cleveland Assmiated 

Foundations, which have gobs of rmrey, 

sans of which is used to buy off 

people and pr0bkm.s. 

%e result of the Reavis-Norton 

meting was the establishmnt of the 

Businessmen's Intencacial Camittee, 

the hiring of Paul miggs as s u p r ­ 

intendent of schools and a sweep

under the rug of schml problems. 


A t  the tirre F&avis said, "I secured 

the guarantee of a modest operating 

expense (eventually abcut $40,000) 

f m n  the Greater Cleveland Associated 

Fcnmdation. It a l m s t  makes it seem 

as  i f  there w e r e  sane question of 

funding. Wlt that ' s  unlikely because 

the foundation furds are essentially 

reserved for use i n  social control 

and because Frank E. Joseph, trustee 

of the foundation and Seth Taft, 

its semetary, are mmbers of the 

Reavis firm. 

Eut coaling out the black c d t y  

on the school issue was not enough. 

It w a s  obvious by 1964, that the 

schmls e r e  to  k e  a oontinuing 

source of i r r i t a t ion  to the d l i s h ­ 

n-ent and instabi l i ty  to the ci ty .  
Thus, Hugh Calkins mved in to  
Cleve land ,  ran and was elected to 
the school board as the skininglikal. 
calkins too is a partner of Jones;
M Y ,  Cockley and Reavis. 
Thus v.e have a situation i n  which 
the superintendent of schmls,  
Paul Briggs, is strongly sapprted
by Jadc Reavis, yet  tbe l iberal  
cannmity is counting on Calkins, 
a Reavis Mer l i rg ,  to "reform" 
the schcofs. 
If  the public has trouble M e r ­
standing the school crisis as it is 
developing, Wavis is a gocd one to 
b l m .  In  1964, he secured "a 
pledqe fran the editors of the 
rrewspapers that they would give us 
no publicity except a s  we asked for 
it. " H w ' s  that for  a free press
ard a reading on Feavis P u e r .  

k 
T h s  news ban extenczd to Briggs, 1 
as  %avis f e l t  school problems could 
k ktter worked out "privately." 
To Lhose black leaders n m  involved 
i n  trying t o  redress the school rress, 
Reavis' corqratulaaons to  Neqro 
leaders who helped hrm sweep prob­
lems under the nq five years ago, 
should serve as an apt w a r n i q .
Reavis said of them, "The Negrces 
on this camittee have behaved 
magnificently." 

Q-le asSuIEs he w i l l  have an q u a l l y  

appropriate pat on the head for 

the NAACP on sudsy. 

But education was not the f i r s t  foray

of the l a w  f i r m  into the game of 

social control and m p u l a t i o n .  

Back i n  1954, the Cleveland LEV­

elcpwnt Foundation w a s  formed, 

su~posedlyto eliminate slm, 

provide relocation housing and 

rehabili tate housing. The Reavis 

firm was irnrolved with Seth Taft 

a s  attorney ad Carter Kissll, 

another partner, a s  cha im.  

The fcmdation did splr sane relo­

cation housing, Ixlt ane lcok a t  it 

tells y w  it was b u i l t  for black 

-le. housing was located 

to preserve the ghetto, much of it 

on swamp ard dunp land and bu i l t  

to curiously resemble public housing-

Under the charity guise, meanwhile, 

t k  d e v e l o m t  faundabon w a s  

planning (behird closed dcors, 

admittedly) such projects as  &le-

view to help damtown business. 

mer,the push for  University-

Euclid helm Case Western Reserve 

U n i v e r s i t y  and research cormrations 

more than the people of Hwgh. 

N o t  wexpctedly,  bth 

Reavis and Kissell are trustees 

of the university a s  are four other 

trustees with close business asso­

ciations to JlXR. 

By 1966 the l i d  w a s  off again and 

tk Mugh riots made it necessary 

to create mther "cannunications 

device" to get -le talking, 

not actiq. A t t m p t s  prior to this 

t o  get Reavis to act on white qanqs 
causing trouble i n  Ikxlgh *re unsumessfuf. 
Ncky the Inner City ACtlOn Corn­
mittee, another control mechanism 
of business, was born mth Ralph 
~ e s s e ,c h a i m  of the Cleveland 
E l e c t r i c  Illununating CQ., as its 
head. Reavis was its f i r s t  mEs7lber. 

The esse carmittee served a dual 
purpose. Fi r s t ,  it w a s  a rrech­
anism to  mol out the black can­
mni ty  again; secordly, it served 
as a FqLitical m c h a n s m  to further 
undermine the weak mchr adrmnisgrakon. 

( 

It had already kcnw evident that 



-, 

business cumunity wanted to 
-her. But  it had to  retain 

the irrage of king "non-political,"
thus less dxrious r~thaftshad tohe used. 
m r  should have k m too by 
&is t d  that he w a s  being d-. 

he asked for help fran Besse, 
aforced him into an un&nable 
p i t i on .  A aide returned 

a meeting with Besse i n  Jan. 
1967, to say that Besse was "quite
fxank i n  stating that  while the 
w s s  amnunity wants to assist, 
it prabably will do so only i f  it 
m be assured of control. .." 
Furtf-er, k told Lecher, " A l l  in 
&, I was  not encouraged to 
believe that tfie portion of the 
MSS mun i t y  represented by 
m,&sse w l d  be willing t o  
off- any real assistance except 
cm its m terms." 

m h t  days later, the b v s h S S  
m t y  and mcher w e  divorced 
p&d.icly i n  b1azh-q headlines. 
E& the writing had been on t k  w a l l .  

'&.e Greater Cleveland hscc ia ted  
FoUnaatim and other foundation 
S O U K ~ S  had funded the $100,000 
c;l@veland Little Hoover Ccmnissian. 
9he cunnission rrports were to be 
tl study of i m d i a t e  needs of the 
city, its sources of revenue ard 
k q  r q e  capabilities. 

The major reports, k v e r ,  re-, 
leased a t  strategic tifies, were 
afmting to the Lecher adminis­
tration ard were accanpmied by a 
barrage of newspaper television 
gd%.city. 

surprising, the JOES,Day,
-ley and Reavis touch w a s  *E. 
Carter Kissell, a partner, was  chair-=of tb Lit t le  Hoover Can-
mission. Xissell tomks the 
funny bone by explaining, "I really
b ' t  know hm they cam to choose 

fo r  the cnmrittee. I s u p ~ ~ s e  
Boge of the people they (Lecher,
prpsiaing wer his funeral,

Jim Stantm) talked to 
mtionned my m." 

Kissell, wlm served on the Republican
hemal Finance CQrmittee, was  
W o u s l y  a natural choice of IBW 
Wats  M e r  and S t a n t o n .  

-r, the publicity engineer for 
the W e r  oormission w a s  Bill 
silverman. Since that time, Silver­

halso wrked t o  create* "new Nixan," has been given 
e $65,000 by the Greater Cleve­
h i d  Associated Founlatian to 0p.n 

~7 !us a ~ np S l l c  relations office. 
IQS major account: tbe h g e  of 
Carl B. Stakes, Iocher's successor. 

&avis' attendance a t  the Stdces 
dinner was obviously not the first 
sign of the business carmunity's 
closing ranks behind the Playor.

Stokes-"Clevelard Nod'pro­
gram (see Vol. 1, No. 1) has its 
overwhelming support. 

wain, as might be expcted, 
purse strings are held by a 

six-rremkr expenditure cannittee, 
one of whan is Jack Reavis. 

~hreeothers, George Grab= of 

Weatherhead; Richard T. Baker of 

Ernst and E m s t ;  and Tan Patton 

of ~&@lic  steel, are 03rpOrate 

custcrners of the *avis l a w  f i rm.  


The k a v i s  finn keeps its tentacles 

in o tk r  parts of tbe elite's 

social control xmcharu'gn. carter 

K i s s e l l ,  for -le, headed the last 

United Ebd drive; Calkins, Alexan­

der Ginn and A.C. Holmes, amng

others, are Reavis partners i n  the 

Welfare Federation aparatus. 

Wavis and T a f t  represent the firm 

on the Greater Cleveland G r W  ASS&­

ation board of directors. 


Reavis, we're sure, believes he !UIU.JS 


what is best for  &rs. when the 

Quncil of Churches i n  1967 made -tact 

W i t h  Saul Alinsky, Reavis said it 

wcculd be a "tragedy" i f  ALin~ky 

to axe t o  Cleveland. Then he added a 

financial threat to the Qmcii i f  it 

dared bring ALinsky. It did not. 

A couple of years ago when C a r l  Stakes 
was pushing a f a i r  haus& law in 
Co1unbu.s and a l l  the fair housing 
groups =re kickmg their heels, it 
wasn't Until Jack Reavis, asked 
for help by Stokes, mt d m  to 
c0lmh.1~to "urge" the appropriate 
prsans to "put this law thrwgh,"
tha t i twaspassed .  Ardwhena 
mvemnt of real estate interests 
thrcYJgi-Ialt the state - not e w c t l y  
a group w i t h  -age of bnen Voters 
lobbying pxer -- started to  bring the 

l tw to a r e f d m  vote, Reavis 

Step@ in, talked W i t h  Gov. J w 

Elhales and tb realtors, squashing

the referendum idea. 

Reavis cbviously represents tfie t y p 

interests that make gmemors Listen, 

then act. Strange then that  Mayor

Stakes didn' t  l e t  Jack Reavis go dawn 

to see the Gaverrtor to get h i g k  

welfare payrrents. 

One oan only look a t  the Maycar's t r i p  

to Co1mtb.i~as a "political" t r i p  

for tbe fans bade haE. 

S3ut this is the type of response welfare 

recipients can wct. Reavis s a d  




c­
it plainly himself: he respQds only 1 'of a l l  crmwrcid bank dewsits i n  -4 
when not responding mans trcuble. 

"It was the violence t ha t  really caused 
us to try to establish Lines of 
Camrnurications,"he said of the form­
ation of the wlsinessnen's Cumtittee. 

Back to the eavis business connection^. 
Playing both sides of t k  political 

street is  nothing new to .nXR which 

plays both sides of the banking streettoo. 

Jack eavis is a director of National 

City Bank, *le H. Ebse ChapMn, a 

partner, is director of the Cleveland Trust. 


mt as w i t h  poli t ics,  it really 
make too much differewe 

which side you're on. m u s e  Cleveland 
Wt is a major stockholder i n  
National city anyway. 
J ~ S ,my,  Cockley and -vis 
represents a host of COrpQbations, 
m y  of whose lawyers hold directorships. 

Their custmrs include Arrerican 
Greeting ,Brush Beryllium, Lhrysler, 
Cleveland Cliffs Iron Co., CleyeLand 
Wt, Clevite, Diamnd shamrock, 
E a s t  O h i o  G a s ,  Firestone Tire and 
Rubber, General Notors, Exma Mimg,
Jones and Laughlin Steel, Lincoln 
E l e c t r i c ,  Midland-Ross ,National 
c i ty  Bank, North m i c a n  Coal Co., 
Ohio Bell, Reliance Electric, 
Republic Steel, Sherwin Williams, 
Timken Roller Bearing, TRW, Inc., 
Warner-Swasey, Weatherhead, Westing­
hcuse Electric. 

Wright Patman's s x i x a m ~'ttee said tha t  
the pattern of bank stock ownership
and control i n  C l e v e l a n d  was "tk 
mt alarming" of the cities studied 
by him. Three of the top bardcs, 
two of which have directors fran 
tte Reavis law firm, hold 71.7% 

the C l e v e l e  area (1966 figure). 

Making it even wrse, Cleveland 
mst, me of the three, is a mjor 
stockholder i n  three of its prin­
cipal c v t i t a r s  -- National 
City, Central National and Union &mere. 
Many of the enplayees of the ccm 
panies represented by JDCR Oontn­
bute through their anploye benefit 
f d s  to the banks. This applies to 
such ccmpanies as Annerican Greeting, 
Midland ROSS, H~~IXBMining, Scott-
Fetzer, C k v e l a r d  Cliffs,  Firestom 
Tire and Rublxr, Republic Steel,TIw, Inc' 
Sherwin-williams, and Swasey. 

Reavis himself is directcir of Jones 
and Laqhlin Steel, National o t y  
Bank, Anchor IIodcing G l a s s ,  Gray 
Qxig Stores, Westinghcuse E l e c t r i c ,  
D i a m n d  Alkali, Lehmn C a p . ,  
a large invesbxnt firm, kdland 
Ross and Watherhead Corp. 

Otkr l a w  part.lers are directors of 
Interlake Steel, Basic, Inc., Brush 
Beryllium, Clevite Corp., Clevel& 
Trust, Limln Electric, Aeronca 
Mfg. CO., Midland-Ross, Medical 
Wtual, Bell Inter Continental, 
wheelabrator, Intex O i l  CO. , weatlaer­
head, LPG Leas% C o p . ,  Awxican 
eee t ing ,  Higke CO., W a r n e r  Swasey,
Murray Ohio Mfg. Co., R i M  Eros., 
ard Ohio Brass, anrlng others. 

By the way, xe h c p  a f t e r  the NAACP 
dinner the hosts don't expect O l d  
Jack to take them by the Union Club 
for  a drink. It 's not permitted, you knap 
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