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YOr might there be another reason

Many Roads Lead
To Jack Reavis

vhile Seth Taft was risking gastric
disorders at the recent 98-cent
Republican dimners, John W. 'Jack’
Reavis, his boss and a §1,000
Republican Booster Club member, was
enjoying Democratic roast beef with
Carl Stokes and admirers.

But don't get the idea that there's
a difference of opinion between the
two elitist lawyers. It's merely
a reflection of Cleveland's Estab-
lishment law firm playing both
sides of the political street. The
object is to control one's turf
and the turf of Jones, Day, Cockley
and Reavis extends imperially far
and wide,

As a public service and to. spot-
light the Cleveland NAACP's dis-
gusting tribute of its Human Rights
award to Jack Reavis, Sunday,
2pril 27, Point of View zeroes

in on Jones, Day, Cockley and
Reavis (JDCR).

Reavis is senior law partner of
JDCR of Cleveland, and Reavis,
Pogue, Neal and Rose of Washington.
More than 100 lawyers scuryy about
for this firm. Althouwh the

NAXCP is honoring Reavis, the
lawyer-businessman with world-wide
connections has been unable to find
a "qualified" Negro for his law
firm. Reavis must be looking at the
Union Club where "they" aren't
allowed except in waiter's uniforms.

"I've always wanted to stay in the
background,” said Jack Reavis.
And we don't blame him.

To the NAACP and Cleveland news-
papers, Jack Reavis may be worth
heroizing, but to anyone who takes
a good lock, Reavis is another fat
cat living off the poor.

For example, the Plain Dealer
editorially patted Reavis for

his role as head of the Business-
men's Interracial Committee in
establishing the Port Authority.
Presumably, this will help Negro
employment.,

for Reavis' interest in the Port?

The Reavis fimm has ties to the
iron ore, coal and shipping
interests of Hanna Mining and the
stael industry. The firm represents

Muung ( Vol . 1, N0.13)
interests: Nationalﬁ
Chrysler, Clevelard Cliffs, for
exanple,
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But even more direct, H. Rose

ment of Iron Ore Co. of Canada,

a firm owned by Hanna Mining,

27%; Republic Steel, 25%;

National Steel Corp., 20%; Armco
Steel, 10%; Youngstown Sheet and
Tube Co., 10% and Wheeling Steel, 8%.

(Chapman served as assistant
secretary of treasury under Hum-
phrey at the request of the
former Goldwater fund-raiser.
Humphrey called him 'Chappie."')

The Iron Ore Co. of Canada has
shipped same 150 million tons of
ore fram Quebec through the
Cleveland port since 1954 when
it was formed by the Reavis firm,
which now represents it. It

is tapping one of the richest
iron ore deposits in the warld.

The Iron Ore company worked out

a cheap tariff, ore to seven cents
a ton, thus making exploitation of
the Quebec mines attractive to
American steel interests. "“Hard
Times," a Washington weekly,
recently reported that in addition to
the low tariff, there are other
attractions, "like the availability
of an unskilled labor force...

to work in alternately ice-caked
and mosguito-infested mine pits,
and a colonial economy without the
resources to make the use of the
iron deposits by itself."

It goes on: “If you stand on the
banks of the St. Lawrence Seaway
at Montreal, you can see the fruits
of U.S. plunder of Quebec's re-
sources passing by in low-slung,
heavy-ladened ore boats."




Sure, Reavis is interested in the
developrent of Cleveland ports
to help Negroes.

Before we get any further with

the firm's business interests,

we'll take a loock at its "civic
contributions."

It was 1964 when Jack Reavis first
began a role of the businessman's
volunteer fireman on racial unrest.
Reavis, with the help of James
'Dolph' Norton, who also tends to
feel secure behind the scenes,
called top business and black
leaders to sit down and reason away
problems of city schools.

Norton is chief of the Cleveland and
Greater Cleveland Associated )
Fourdations, which have gobs of money,
same of which is used to buy off
people and problems.

The result of the Reavis-Norton
meeting was the establishment of the
Businessmen's Interracial Committee,
the hiring of Paul Briggs as super-
intendent of schools and a sweep
under the rug of school problems.

At the time Reavis said, "I secured
the guarantee of a modest operating
expense {eventually about $40,000)
fram the Greater Cleveland Associated
Foundation. It almost makes it seem
as if there were same question of
funding. But that's unlikely because
the foundation funds are essentially
reserved for use in social control
and because Frank E. Joseph, trustee
of the faundation and Seth Taft,

its secretary, are members of the
Reavis firm.

But cooling out the black community
on the school issue was not enough.
It was obvious by 1964, that the
schools were to be a continuing
source of irritation to the establish-
ment and instability to the city.
Thus, Hugh Calkins moved into
Cleveland, ran and was elected to

the school boaxrd as the shining liberal.
Calkins too is a partner of Jones,
bay, Cockley and Reavis.

Thus we have a situation in which

the superintendent of schools,

Paul Briggs, is strongly supported

by Jack Reavis, yet the liberal
cammunity is counting on Calkins,

a Reavis underling, to "reform"

the schools.

If the public has trouble under-
standing the school crisis as it is
developing, Reavis is a good one to
blame. In 1964, he secured "a
pledge fram the editors of the
newspapers that they would give us
no publicity except as we asked for
it. " How's that for a free press
and a reading on Reavis Power.

v This news ban extended to Briggs,

as Reavis felt school prcblems could
be better worked out "privately.”

To those black leaders now involved
in trying to redress the school mess,
Reavis' corgratulations to Negro
leaders who helped him sweep prob-
lems under the rug five years ago,
should serve as an apt warning.
Reavis said of them, "The Negrces

on .this camittee have behaved
magnificently.”

One assumes he will have an equally
appropriate pat on the head for

the NAACP on Surday.

But education was not the first foray
of the law firm into the game of
social control and manipulation.
Back in 1954, the Cleveland Dev-
elopment Foundation was formed,
supposedly to eliminate slums,
provide relocation housing and
rehabilitate housing. The Reavis
firm was involved with Seth Taft

as attorney and Carter Kissell,
another partner, as chairman.

The foundation did spur same relo-
cation housing, but one loock at it
tells you it was built for black
pecple. The housing was located

to preserve the ghetto, much of it
on swamp and dump land and built
to curiocusly resemble public housing.
Under the charity quise, meanwhile,
the development foundation was
planning (behind closed doors,
admittedly) such projects as Erie-
view to help downtown business.
Further, the push for University-
Euclid helped Case Western Reserve
University and research corvorations
more than the people of Hough.

Not unexpectedly, both

Reavis and Kissell are trustees

of the university as are four other
trustees with close business asso—
ciations to JDCR.

By 1966 the lid was off again and
the Hough riots made it necessary
to create ancther "cammunications
device" to get people talking,

not acting. Attenpts prior to this
to get Reavis to act on white gangs
causing trouble in Hough were unsuccessful.
Now the Inner City Action Com—
mittee, another control mechanism
of business, was born with Ralph
Besse, chairman of the Cleveland
Electric Illuminating Co., as its
head. Reavis was its first member.

The Besse cammittee served a dual
purpose. First, it was a mech-

anism to oool out the black com—

munity again; secondly, it served

as a political mechanism to further
undermine the weak Locher administration.

It had already became evident that




the business cawmmunity wanted to

dump Locher. But it had to retain

he image of being "non-political,”

thus less dbvious methods had to be used.

1ocher should have known too by
this time that he was being dumped.
gut he asked for help fram Besse,
who forced him into an untenable

sition. A Locher aide returned
from a meeting with Besse in Jan.
1967, to say that Besse was “quite
frank in stating that while the
husiness camwmnity wants to assist,
it probably will do so only if it
can be assured of control..."

Further, he told Locher, "All in
all, I was not encouraged to
believe that the portion of the
business community represented by
Mr. Besse would be willing to
offer any real assistance except
o its own terms.”

Eight days later, the business
ramunity and Locher were divorced
publicly in blazing headlines.

But the writing had been on the wall.

The Greater Cleveland Associated
Foundation and other foundation
sources had funded the $100,000
Cleveland Little Hoover Commission.
The commission reports were to be
a study of immediate needs of the
city, its sources of reverme and
long rarge capabilities.

The major reports, however, re--
leased at strategic times, were
defeating to the Locher adminis-
tration and were accampanied by a
barrage of newspaper and television
pablicity.

Mot surprising, the Jones, Day,
Cockley and Reavis touch was there,

Carter Kissell, a partner, was chair-
wan of the Little Hoover Can~
mission. Kissell touches the

funny bone by explaining, "I really
don’t know how they came to choose
e for the committee, I suppose

Bame of the people they (Locher,
presiding over his own funeral,

ard Jim Stanton) talked to
fentionned my name."

Kissell, who served on the Republican
Bational Finance Committee, was
abviously a natural choice of Dem-
OCrats Locher and Stanton.

Purther, the publicity engineer for

the Hoover commission was Bill

8ilverman. Since that time, Silver-

man, who also worked to create

the "new Nixcn," has been given

Sare $65,000 by the Greater Cleve-
Associated Foundation to open

Y

his own public relations office.
His major acoount: the image of
Carl B. Stokes, locher's successor.

Reavis' attendance at the Stokes
dinner was cbviously not the first
sign of the business cammumity's
closing ranks behind the Mayor.
The Stokes-"Cleveland Now" pro-
gram {see Vol. 1, No. 1) has its
overwhelming support.

Again, as might be expected,

the purse strings are held by a
six-member expenditure committee,
one of whom is Jack Reavis.

Three others, George Grabrer of
Weatherhead; Richard T. Baker of
Ernst and Ermnst; and Tom Patton
of Republic Steel, are corporate
custamers of the Reavis law fimm.

The Reavis firm keeps its tentacles
in other parts of the elite's

social control mechanism. Carter
Kissell, for example, headed the last
United Fund drive; Calkins, Alexan-
der Ginn and A.C. Holmes, among
others, are Reavis partners in the
Welfare Federation apparatus.

Reavis and Taft represent the firm
on the Greater Cleveland Growth Associ-
ation board of directors.

Reavis, we're sure, believes he knows
what is best for others. Wwhen the
Council of Churches in 1967 made contact
with Saul Alinsky, Reavis said it

would be a "tragedy" if Alinsky were

to come to Cleveland., Then he added a
financial threat to the Council if it
dared bring Alinsky. It did not.

A couple of years ago when Carl Stokes
was pushing a fair housing law in
Columbus and all the fair housing
groups were kKicking their heels, it
wasn't until Jack Reavis, asked

for help by Stokes, went down to
Columbus to "urge" the appropriate
persons to "put this law through,"
that it was passed. Ard when a
moverent of real estate interests
throughout the state — not exactly
a group with Leage of Wamen Voters
labbying power —- started to bring the
law to a referendum vote, Reavis
stepped in, talked with Gov. James
Rhodes and the realtors, squashing
the referendum idea.

Reavis cbviously represents the type
interests that make governors listen,
then act, Strange then that Mayor
Stokes didn't let Jack Reavis go down
to see the Governor to get higher
welfare payments.

One can only lock at the Mayor's trip
to Columbus as a "political" trip

@ for the fans back hare.

But this is the type of response welfare
recipients can expect. Reavis said




it plainly himself: he responds only
when not responding means trouble,

"It was the violence that really caused
us to try to establish lines of
camunications," he said of the form—
ation of the Businessmen's Committee.

Back to the Reavis business connections.
Playing both sides of the political

street is nothing new to JDCR which

plays both sides of the banking street too.

Jack Reavis is a director of Natiocnal
City Bark, while H. Rose Chapman, a
partner, is director of the Cleveland Trust.

But as with politics, it really
doesn't make too much difference
which side you're on. Because Cleveland
Trust is a major stockholder in
National City anyway,
Jones, bay, Cockley and Reavis
represents a host of corporations,
many of whose lawyers hold directorships.

Their custarers include American
‘Greeting, Brush Beryllium, Chrysler,
Cleveland Cliffs Iron Co., Cleveland
Trust, Clevite, Diamond Shamrock,
East Ohio Gas, Firestone Tire and
Rubber, General Motors, Hanna Mining,
Jones and Laughlin Steel, Lincoln
Electric, Midland-Ross, National
City Bank, North American Coal Co.,
Ohio Bell, Reliance Electric,
Republic Steel, Sherwin Williams,

Timken Roller Bearing, TRW, Inc.,
Warner-Swasey, Weatherhead, Westing-
house Electric.

Wright Patman's subcomittee said that
the pattern of barnk stock ownership
and control in Cleveland was "the
most alarming” of the cities studied
by him.” Three of the top barks,

two of which have directors from

the Reavis law firm, hold 71.7%

A

v of all commexcial bank deposits in

the Cleveland area (1966 figure).

Making it even worse, Cleveland

Trust, cne of the three, is a major
stockholder in three of its prin-

cipal campetitors -- National

City, Central National and Union Commerce.

Many of the employees of the com-

panies represented by JDCR contri~

bute through their employe benefit

furds to the banks. This applies to
such companies as American Greeting,
Midland Ross, Hanna Mining, Scott-
Fetzer, Cleveland Cliffs, Firestone

Tire and Rubber, Republic Steel, TRW, Ingc,
Sherwin-Williams, Warner and Swasey,

Reavis himself is director of Jones
and Laughlin Steel, National City
Bank, Anchor Hocking Glass, Gray
Drug Stores, Westinghouse Electric,
Diamond Alkali, Lehman Corp.,

a large investment firm, Midland
Ross and Weatherhead Corp.

Other law partners are directors of
Interlake Steel, Basic, Inc., Brush
Beryllium, Clevite Corp., Cleveland
Trust, Lincoln Electric, Aeronca
Mfg. Co., Midland-Ross, Medical
Mutual, Bell Inter Continental,
Wheelabrator, Intex Oil Co., Weather-
head, LPG leasing Corp., American
Greeting, Higbee Co., Warner Swasey,
Murray Ohio Mfg. Co., Richmond Bros.,
and Ohio Brass, among others,

By the way, we hope after the NAACP
dinner the hosts don't expect 0ld

Jack to take them by the Union Club.

for a drink. It's not permitted, you know
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