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T h e  d i s p u t e d  mee t ing  o f  members o f  
c i t y  c o u n c i l  t o  d e a l  w i t h  r a c i a l  d i v i  
s i o n s  w i t h i n  t h e  c i t y  r e v e a l s  t h e  
f i r s t  a t t e m p t  t o  d e v e l o p  a new l e a d e r  
s h i p  i n  t h e  p o s t - F o r b e s  e r a .  

And the f i r s t  s t r i k e  - though t h e r e  
a r e  d e n i a l s  t h a t  t h e  mee t ing  has  any­
t h i n g  t o  do w i t h  p o l i t i c s  - was made 
by t h o s e  vy ing  a g a i n s t  F o r b e s '  c h o i c e  
f o r  c o u n c i l  head - Helen  Smi th .  More 
l a t e r .  

The c o n c e p t  o f  s h a r e d  l e a d e r s h i p  ap­
p e a r s  t o  be t h e  symbol i c  message i n  
t he  mee t ing  of  a r a c i a l l y  and p o l i t i ­
c a l l y  mixed m a j o r i t y  o f  c o u n c i l  a t  t h l  
mee t ing  c a l l e d  by E a r l e  T u r n e r ,  s e e n  
a s  S m i t h ' s  c o m p e t i t o r  f o r  t h e  j o b .  

Coming o u t  o f  an e r a  o f  d i c t a t o r i a l  
and a b u s i v e  l e a d e r s h i p  unde r  F o r b e s ,
t h e r e  a r e  some members who b e l i e v e  
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t h a t  t h e y  can  e n t i c e  enough members 
who a r e  t i r e d  of  such  o n e - p e r s o n  rule 
t o  form a new m a j o r i t y  and e l e c t  a 
p r e s i d e n t  who w i l l  s h a r e  power. 

T h a t ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  r e m a i n s  t o  be s e e n ,
bo th  a s  t o  e l e c t i n g  and s h a r i n g .  

B u t  t he  c a l l  of t he  mee t ing  by Turner 
opened t h e  maneuver ing  t o  a f i r s t  
p u b l i c  l ook  a t  p o t e n t i a l  l i n e - u p s  o f  
f u t u r e  l e a d e r s h i p .  

T h a t ' s  n o t  t o  s a y  t h a t  t h o s e  w h o  a t ­
t ended  back T u r n e r .  Some came s i m p l y
because  t h e y  p e r s o n a l l y  need s u p p o r t
u n d e r  t h e  p r e s s u r e  of  r a c i a l  problem!
i n  t h e i r  w a r d s .  

The m e e t i n g ,  which Forbes  t r i e d  t o  
head o f f  p r i v a t e l y ,  and t h e n  p u b l i c l :
drew 11 members and two more phoned
i n  t h a t  t h e y  c o u l d n ' t  make i t  b u t  
wanted t o  come. 



WILL I T  BE SMITH ? (FROM PAGE 1) 
J e f f  J o h n s o n  was ill and J a y  West -
b r o o k  was o n  v a c a t i o n  b u t  w i t h  them 
T u r n e r  d r e w  a m a j o r i t y  o f  members. 

And t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  members d e c i d e d  
t o  m e e t  a g a i n  s u g g e s t s  t h a t  F o r b e s '  
d e s i r e s  w e r e  n o t  b e i n g  f o l l o w e d  even  
by t h o s e  who a r e  g e n e r a l l y  s u p p o r t i v e  

Some - P r e s t o n  T e r r y  and  R o o s e v e l t  
C o a t s  among them, a r e  e x h i b i t i n g  a 
r a r e  i n d e p e n d e n c e .  

F o r b e s  had  t r i e d  t o  g e t  t h e  m e e t i n g  
c a n c e l e d .  

" I  r e a l l y  w i s h  y o u  w o u l d  n o t  have  t h e  
m e e t i n g , "  he  t o l d  T u r n e r  f r o m  t h e  
p o d i u m  a t  c o u n c i l ,  h a v i n g  f a i l e d  t o  
change  h i m  p r i v a t e l y .  "The r a c i a l  
i s s u e  i s  a v o l a t i l e  i s s u e  and  we h a v e  
i n  p l a c e  mechan isms  t o  d e a l  w i t h  t h e  
p r o  b 1E m s  . I' 

And he  w e n t  o n  t o  s u g g e s t  t h a t  h e  u n ­
d e r s t a n d s  t h e  move b y  T u r n e r  r e p r e ­
s e n t e d  a c h a l l e n g e  t o  h i s  l e a d e r s h i p  
and a r e f l e c t i o n  o f  h i s  l a m e  d u c k  
p o s i t i o n .  

"The  l e t t e r  ( s e n t  b y  T u r n e r  t o  a l l  
nembers )  was n o t  a d d r e s s e d  t o  members 
o f  t h e  c o m m u n i t y  deveTopment  c o m m i t t e i  
( w h i c h  T u r n e r  h e a d s )  b u t  a d d r e s s e d  t o  
a l l  members o f  c o u n c i l , "  h e  s a i d .  

"Now y o u  m u s t  h a v e  o r d e r  h e r e  i n  t h e  
body .  You a b s o l u t e l y  m u s t  h a v e  o r d e r  
i n  t h e  body .  T h e  p r e s i d e n t  o f  c o u n c i l  
c a l l s  m e e t i n g s  t o  o r d e r .  Nobody e l s e  
can. . .  I f  y o u  d o n ' t  f o l l o w  t h a t  r u l e ,  
you  c a n  h a v e  c h a o s .  And I w i l l  i n s i s t  
t h a t  t h e  r u l e  s t a y  i n  e f f e c t  ... T h a t  
i s  my o b j e c t i o n .  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  i t  i s  
N i s e  ... I w i s h  y o u  w o u l d  c a l l  t h e  
n e e t i n g  o f f  ,'I F o r b e s  c o n c l u d e d .  

T u r n e r  had  b e e n  c o n c i l i a t o r y  i n  h i s  
r e m a r k s  j u s t  b e f o r e  t h o s e  o f  F o r b e s .  

"You know wha t ,  M r .  c h a i r m a n ,  y o u  c a n  
c h a i r  t h a t  m e e t i n g  t o m o r r o w  s i n c e  
i t ' s  s u p p o s e d  t o  b e  a w h o l e  bodv .  
You c a n  h a v e  i t .  A l l  I w a n t  ( a r e )  t h e  
p r o b l e m s  o f  t h i s  t o w n  s o l v e d  a c i a l ­
l y , "  s a i d  T u r n e r .  

F o r b e s  has  depended  u p o n  keep  ng
c o u n c i l  d i v i d e d  b l a c k  and  whi  e and  
t h i s  t o o  was a t h r e a t .  

A s  o f  t h i s  w r i t i n g  F o r b e s  h a s  made n o  
o t h e r  move b u t  if t h e  c o u n c i l  i s  g o i n  
t o  c o n t i n u e  t o  m e e t  w i t h o u t  h s i n ­
v o l v e m e n t ,  he  has  a p r o b l e m .  

T u r n e r  came o u t  o f  t h e  d i s p u t e  b e t t e r  
t h a n  e x p e c t e d .  Had t h e  m e e t i n g  be ­
come i n  a n y  way d i v i s i v e ,  h e  c o u l d  
have  been  b a d l y  h u r t .  

I t  a l m o s t  seemed a s  t h o u g h  he  w e r e  
d e t e r m i n e d  t o  o u t - m a n e u v e r  h i m s e l f .  

A t  t h e  s t a r t  o f  t h e  m e e t i n g ,  w h i c h  
w e n t  a m i c a b l y  a n d  c o n s t r u c t i v e l y ,  
T u r n e r  r e l i n q u i s h e d  c o n t r o l  t o  F a n n i e  
L e w i s ,  t o s s i n g  h e r  c o n t r o l  o f  t h e  
m e e t i n g  w i t h o u t  a n y  p r i o r  i n d i c a t i o n  
he  was g o i n g  t o  d o  t h a t .  

The m e e t i n g  w e n t  w e l l  b u t  some w i n c ­
ed  b e c a u s e  L e w i s  i s n ' t  a l w a y s  known 
fu r  c a l m  and  l o g i c a l  r e f l e c t i o n .  

P o s s i b l y  T u r n e r  t o o k  some i n t i t i t i v e  
away f r o m  Smi th  and  F o r b e s ,  h e r  m e n t o  
i n  t h i s  r a c e .  B u t  l u c k  m o r e  t h a n  
a n y t h i n g  seemed t o  keep  h i m  f r o m  
s t u m b l i n g .  

The  e x i s t e n c e  o f  a s h a r e d - p o w e r  coun.  
c i l ,  r e p l a c i n g  t h e  t i g h t - c o n t r o l  o f  
t h e  p r e s e n t  l e a d e r s h i p , o f f e r s  r o o m  
f o r  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  t o  t h o s e  who h a v e  
been d e n i e d  t h e  a b i l i t y  t o  h e l p  i n  
d e c i s i o n - m a k i n g .  

B u t  l i t t l e  i s  b e i n g  s a i d  a b o u t  t o  
wha t  p u r p o s e  t h a t  s h a r i n g  w i l l  s e r v e ,  

A c r u c i a l  t e s t  o f  t h a t  w i l l  b e  c o m i n g  
u p  soon  w i t h  t h e  t a x  a b a t e m e n t  r e ­
q u e s t  f r o m  o u r  o l d  g r e e d y  bunch ,  t h e  
J a c o b s e s .  

R i c h a r d  J a c o b s  and  F o r b e s  h a v e  become 
v e r y  c l o s e  b u d d i e s  w i t h  F o r b e s  d e l i ­
v e r i n g  c i t y  p r o p e r t i e s ,  t a x  a b a t e ­
m e n t s  ( i n  t h e  a r e a  o f  $ 2 5 0 - m i l l i o n  
w i t h  t h e  l a t e s t  r e q u e s t )  and  o t h e r  
good ie s  . 
To c o n t i n u e  t h e i r  good  f o r t u n e ,  t h e  
Jacobses  and  F o r b e s  w i l l  w a n t  a 
f r i e n d l y  a n d  c o m p e t e n t  ( f o r  t h e i r  
c h o r e s )  f i g u r e  a t  t h e  h e l m  o f  c o u n c i l  

S m i t h  has  a l r e a d y  done  f a v o r s  f o r  
R i c h a r d ' s  son,  J e f f  J a c o b s ,  t h e  
d e v e l a p e r - p o l i t i c i a n .  And J e f f  J a c o b s  
has  b e e n  r e t u r n i n g  t h e  f a v o r s  w i t h  
f u n d - r a i s i n g .  

A l t h o u g h  m o s t  o f  t h e  a n t i - a b a t e m e n t  
p e o p l e  a r e  p r o - T u r n e r ,  none  seem t o  
be  c a l l i n g  f o r  a n  a n t i - a b a t e m e n t  
p l e d g e  a s  p a r t  o f  t h e  p r i c e  f o r  
s u p p o r t .  

I n d e e d ,  w i t h  T u r n e r  o r  S m i t h  t h e r e ' s  
l i k e l y  t o  b e  l i t t l e  c h a n g e  i n  how 
b u s i n e s s  i s  done,  o t h e r  t h a n  c o s m e t i c  
changes .  

Ift h e r e  i s  t o  b e  a n y  r e a l  change ,  
now w o u l d  be  t h e  t i m e  t o  i n s u r e  s u c h  
a p o s s i b i l i t y  b e c a u s e  a f t e r  t h e  
e l e c t i o n ,  w h i c h  may come s o o n e r  t h a n  
a n y o n e  t h i n k s ,  i t  w i l l  b e  t o o  l a t e .  

T h e r e  may be  one  t h a n k f u l  d e v e l o p m e n t  
however ,  and  t h a t  i s  t h a t  b o t h  s i d e s  
a r e  i n t e g r a t e d  and  t h e  e l e c t i o n  o f  
a new c o u n c i l  p r e s i d e n t ,  i t  a p p e a r s ,
w i l l  a v o i d  a r a c i a l  s p l i t .  

We h a v e  t o  b e  t h a n k f u l  f o r  e v e n  
s m a l l  f a v o r s .  

P A G E  2 



DID 'SNAKE' STRIKE? 
The Pee .Dee  i n  t h e  p a s t  s e v e r a l  weeks has been i n v o l v e d  i n  
t w o  ma jo r  news s t o r i e s ,  n e i t h e r  of  which had much - i n  one  
c a s e  none - c o v e r a g e  i n  t h e  Pee  Dee. 

One c a s e ,  t h e  I n t e r n a l  Revenue S e r v i c e  (IRS) a g a i n s t  t h e  New-
house  f a m i l y  f o r  t a x  e v a s i o n ,  was comple ted  and now s t a n d s  b e f o r e  
t h e  j u d g e .  T h e  IRS cha rged  t h a t  the  Newhouses, a f t e r  t h e  d e a t h  
of  f o u n d e r ,  S .  I .  Newhouse i n  1979,  owed a b o u t  $ 1 - b i l l i o n  i n c l u d ­
i n g  p e n a l t i e s .  B u t  t h e  Newhouses p a i d  o n  o n l y  $ 1 8 1 . 9 - m i l l i o n .  

I n  t e s t i m o n y  by e x p e r t  w i t n e s s e s  , a c c o r d ­
i n g  t o  a r e p o r t  i n  t h e  Na t ion  ma q a z i  n e ,  
t h e  v a l u e  s h o u l d  have been even h i g h e r
t h a n  t h e  o r i g i n a l  IRS c h a r g e ,  a t  l e a s t  
b 2 . 2 - b i l l i o n .  T h e  f a m i l y  h o l d i n g  s ,  i n c l u d ­
i n g  the  Pee Dee, now a r e  v a l u e d  a t  8 5 - b i l ­
l i o n .  A d e c i s i o n  shou ld  be comi n g  soon .  

I n  t h e  o t h e r  s t o r y ,  nary  a s c a r p  of  i t  i n  
t h e  Pee Dee, Ken Myers i n  t h e  Ar kon Beacon 
J o u r n a l  q u o t e s  from FBI document s r e l e a s e d  
from i t s  f i l e s  of  J a c k i e  P r e s s e r  ' s  i n f o r ­
mant m a t e r i a l .  

The i n f o r m a t i o n  has  P r e s s e r  a l l e d g i n g  t h a t  Alex "The Snake"  
Machaskee,  t h e n  an  a s s i s t a n t  t o  Pee Dee p u b l i s h e r  Tom Va i l  and 
s ince p r o m o t e d , t o  g e n e r a l  manager by V a i l ,  t r i e d  t o  work a d e a l  
t o  have t h e  T e a n s t e r s  g i v e  t h e  a l r e a d y  t r o u b l e d  C l e v e l a n d  P r e s s  
more l a b o r  problems.  

While t h e  c h a r g e s  l a c k  c r e d i b i l i t y  and have been c a l l e d  a " t o t a l  
f a b r i c a t i o n "  by Machaskee,  t h e  a c c u s a t i o n s  h a r d l y  do Machaskee 
much good a t  t h e  Pee Dee o r  i n  t h e  community. 

He's a l r e a d y  e a r n e d  t h e  nickname " t h e  Snake" among r e p o r t e r s  and 
t h a t  r e p u t a t i o n  d o e s n ' t  need f u r t h e r  enhancement .  B u t  t h e  c h a r g e s
l i k e l y  w i l l  add t o  t h a t  p e r c e p t i o n .  I t  c a n ' t  h e l p  Machaskee 
a s  he d e a l s  w i t h  p e o p l e  i n  t h e  community, o r  a s  he a t t e m p t s  t o  
r e p l a c e  Va i l  who w i l l  be r e t i r i n g  soon i f  t h e  6 5  and o u t  p o l i c y  
a t  t h e  Pee Dee rema ins .  

T h e r e ' s  l i k e l y  t o  be s k e p t i c i s m  i n  d e a l i n g s  w i t h  h i m  i n  the  
community a t  l a r g e  and t h e  c h a r g e s  c a n ' t  h e l p .  

T h e  T e a m s t e r s  back i n  e a r l y  1982 ,  j u s t  b e f o r e  t h e  P r e s s  went 
u n d e r ,  were  c o n s i d e r e d  t o  be i n  a p i v o t a l  p o s i t i o n  i n  t h e  f i g h t  
t o  b r e a t h  new l i f e  i n t o  t h e  dy ing  C leve land  P r e s s .  

The re  was hope e x p r e s s e d  a t  t h a t  t i m e  t h a t  t h e  T e a m s t e r s  would 
s t r i k e  t h e  Pee Dee, t h u s  g i v i n g  t h e  P r e s s  an  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  
c o n t i n u e  p u b l i s h i n g ,  g a i n  a d v e r t i s i n g ,  r evenue  and r e a d e r s h i p .
T h a t  neve r  happened. 

T h e  new c h a r g e s  i n  P r e s s e r ' s  F B I  f i l e s  s imply  r a i s e  more q u e s t i o v s
a b o u t  t h e  invo lvemen t  of t h e  Pee Dee i n  t h e  d e a t h  o f  t h e  newspaper ,
beyond t h e  payment of t h e  $ 2 2 - m i l l i o n  by the  Pee  Dee t o  J o e  
C o l e ,  t h e  P r e s s  owner.  

Meanwhile,  a n o t h e r  Co le  o f f i c e  b u i l d i n g  r i s e s  a d j a c e n t  t o  t h e  
P r e s s '  f o r m e r  home, p r o v i n g  once  a g a i n  t h a t  t h e  p u r c h a s e  o f  
t h e  a f t e r n o o n  newspaper p r o v e s  t o  be one o f  t h e  b e s t  r e a l  e s t a t e  
d e a l s  i n  town. 

* * * 
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In this corner... 
F i n a n c e  d i r e c t o r  C h a r l e s  B r o w n ' s  o f f i c i a l  c i t y  h a l l  d u t i e s  
d o n ' t  i n c l u d e  r e f e r e e i n g .  

B u t  i t ' s  l u c k y  f o r  c i t y  h a l l  t r a n q u i l i t y  t h a t  h e  t o o k  on a 
v o l u n t e e r  j o b .  

Brown came b e t w e e n  c o u n c i l w o m a n  F a n n i e  L e w i s  a n d  L a b o r e r ' s  
u n i o n  b o s s  P a u l  Y e l l s  i n  t h e  h a l l s  o f  c i t y  h a l l  i n  a t i f t  t h a t  
a l m o s t  d e g e n e r a t e d  i n t o  p h y s i c a l  b a t t l e .  

L e w i s  i s  known t o  be p r o t e c t i v e  t o  t h e  n t h  d e g r e e  o f  h e r  w a r d  
and a n y o n e  i n t e r f e r i n g .  One i s  q u a l i f i e d  f o r  t h a t  d i s t i n c t i o n  
m e r e l y  b y  b e i n g  i n  h e r  w a r d  w i t h o u t  h e r  p e r m i s s i o n .  T h a t ' s  
l i k e  b e i n g  w i t h o u t  a p a s s p o r t  i n  a f o r e i g n  n a t i o n .  

And W e l l s  w a s n ' t  j u s t  c a v o r t i n g  i n  L e w i s '  t e r r i t o r y  - he was 
" i n t e r f e r i n g "  i n t o  t h e  a f f a i r s  o f  L e x i n g t o n  V i l l a g e ,  t h e  r e l a ­
t i v e l y  new h o u s i n g  p r o j e c t ,  a p e t  o f  L e w i s ' .  

Wells, b e l i e v i n g  h i s  u n i o n  w o r k e r s  s h o u l d  b e  s e r v i n g  t o  c o l l e c t  
g a r b a g e  f r o m  L e x i n g t o n  V i l l a g e ,  d o e s n ' t  l i k e  t h e  i d e a  o f  p r i v a t e  
h a u l e r s  d o i n g  t h e  j o b .  

A c i t y  o f f i c i a l  s a y s  t h a t  p r i v a t e  h o u s i n g  c o m p l e x e s  s u c h  as  
L e x i n g t o n  a r e  h a n d l e d  b y  p r i v a t e  c o l l e c t o r s ,  n o t  t h e  c i t y .  A b o u t  
f i v e  y e a r s  ago,  b e c a u s e  o f  p e r s o n n e l  c u t b a c k s  r e s u l t i n g  f r o m  
f i n a n c i a l  d i f f i c u l t i e s  o f  t h e  c i t y ,  c i t y  w a s t e  c o T l e c t o r s  now 
d o n ' t  e v e n  b i d ,  as t h e y  o n c e  d i d ,  a g a i n s t  p r i v a t e  h a u l e r s .  

F a n n i e  s a y s  t h a t  W e l l s  u s e d  l a n g u a g e  t h a t  r i l e d  h e r .  

Brown a n d  a n  a i d e  t o  L e w i s  had a l l  t h e y  c o u l d  do t o  k e e p  t h e  
t w o  s e p a r t e d  a f t e r  a r e c e n t  c o u n c i l  m e e t i n g .  The y e l l i n g  c o u l d  
b e  h e a r d  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  s e c o n d  f l o o r  o f  c i t y  h a l l .  

W e l l s  s a y s  he's  w r i t t e n  t o  c o u n c i l  p r e s i d e n t  G e o r g e  F o r b e s  
a b o u t  t h e  c o l l e c t i o n  a t  L e x i n g t o n .  

M e s s i n g  i n  L e w i s '  w a r d  i s  l i k e  t r y i n g  t o  p u t  y o u r  hand i n  
a b u z z  saw t o  s t o p  i t .  

Good l u c k ,  P a u l .  
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