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{Tn this part of my Reflections T will he referring to some
perzonnl cxperences | Hved theough dusng the foor aponlzing
years of the Hongarian minocity in the time of implementation
af the Hoficky Program. It is such pxpericnces that meflect the
full depth of the tragedy.)

Hage of Irrntional Fassions

It was not difficult for Benef and the new Slovak lendership
to channel Slovek notionnlist passions into an antl-Hungarian
hatecampalgn. The entire bourgeot=s and Comimanist press join-
el forces in crsaling a sapportive almoesphere to the genocidal
assoults insugnrated by the Hodicky Progrom m Apral, 1945, A
study pablished by V. Jerosoaa admits: * Antk-Hungarian nation-
alism rarked someching speclal during thoss vears: a sigmilicant
porthon of the Slovak nstion, including the working closs, fell
uncer its =pell © This spell was the result of mass-manipulstion
of the basest emotions, This pesiod mast be shoekingly =2ad and
shameful for the Slovaks ps chere was not a single courageous
waiee Taiged i the defensoral the victims, ool even amang the
Church leaders. Ope sample (2 enougl Lo illustcate the boss tone
that was prevailing in the Slovak press and radio st that time,
The ftem is taken fnom Lhe Blovak Democmatic Parcy's periodical,
Nonvg Prody: It is enoagh for us that these people are Hungar-
ians,.., they have destroyved our state, and eontinge [o wnderringe
our Repablie. . We muost fres our band from mice and bedbugs..,
Lat them go voluntarily to Hungary farevar, where they will be
turned “gentleman’, into & prototype of falsehocd and gypayiood ..
Lat's swaop out the Hunpgarians from evervwhens aven if thay
happen o be Commbnists or demacrats""

(For years [ heard throagh the windows of our Besedicting
Momastery in Komibrom the marching Skovak soldlers singing
aed wolling in cholr: Madard 28 Donefj — Mayvars across the
Drarmabell

The chamvinistic frenzy reversed the normal meaning of wonds
end the traditional scale of values. It equated democracy with
unconditional Slovak demands; =self-deberminntion with expul.
ghon; pood neighborhood with surrender; resistance to injustics
with revisionismy; forced transportation of people with & national
Inbor program, For the implementation of the Koficky Program a
series of presfdential decrees, a barrage of instructions was issund
againsl the Hungerian minority bringing sboat peneral eonfusion
und state of Inwlezsness. Thase were, In mast cases, simplo e
applientions of the anti-Jewish laws of the Fascist Slovnk O DT
ment to the Hungermons. Added to the helpless plight of che Hun-
garians that they felt zbondoned by the world, The Allied Control
Cornmission in Budnpest wes the cnly line of intermational help
but its President, Marahall Vorosilow did not even hother o read
ihe mides on bhis malier which the Hungerian Government sent
to him. The Weslern World peid no attention to the events in
Blovenskn; they ware satizfiad with Benes" false promises nnd

e,

N icieen © The Viclows Sclheme

The Em:'hs removed the Sudeten-Germans by a well organ:
imedd, quick action. Since, kowever, Bensk" povernment could not
Ert permizsion from the Western Allies for the expulslos of Hin-
Eeriams, they planned a series of setions to reach the same eod
by pradual quidation,

The first step towaed this Bouidation was a presidantial decmes
which collectively deprived the Hungarions of citizenship, an act
unheard of in the history of the civilized wodd. By this decree
Lhe Hungarians become defenseless objects without anyv legal

‘protection, amd were exposed Lo soonomic destrection. Anotler

presidantial deeres excloded the Hungarisns from economic e
amd GonfEcated their lands, The decres zusd in July 1945 stated:
“We mean by micmal resettlement the tofality of those regula-
tions which will make it possible bo returs ol the land oo the
hamd of the original Slav element.” This iz & sheer fiction ta justi-
Iy robbery. Benet decedtfully tore off messss of Hongarians from
Lheir ethnic body; now let the Slovaks rob the Hungerians of

‘their personal propetics. The Slovek Nationa] Committes set up

a Confizcation Comumitter which carried cut the legalized robbory,

My father's 16 peres of land alse fell into their hands, & pro-
pestygwhich he had acquired by the swent of hiz brow whils schpal-
ing his seven children away from bome, | also witcessed how
former gardists and ardent members of Hlinka Party took over
the businesses of prosperous Hungarian businessmen ns ~Sprav-
cax '}
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: Stute employees of Hungarian antienalicy were fired without
fimancial compensation. Hungarian schools, at all levels, were
ielosed, the teachers digmisosd many of them -urpcﬂr:d. [For foar
vears, Hungurian children were excloded from nny schooling.
Organized privace tenching was forbiddan.

¢ A week after the Soviet Army scoupisd Komimom, the Hos-
san Commander called the teachers together and ordered them
to open all the schools, among Lhemn Lhes ceoluries old Benedicting

'Gymeasum Two months later the Slovpks took over the admin:
istration and closed all the Hunpgarian Schoole Sore of the Bese-
dictise Fathers wenl undenground witl ther stodents of the
upper grades who eould not continoe their cducation othorwisa,
They went over to Hungary in secret ways — often with the help
of emupglers aeross the Denole — o tske their exsminations
there)

FPeople's Courts” official task was to try the war criminals;
in actunlity they were the primary crgane of povernmeant’s expal-
gion poficy. Legal justles certalnly was not in their program,
Firar of all, they almed at forcing leading Hungerinns, especially
thaose of the educated class. to leave the counsry so that the
people would be left without lesdess. Theusends of Hungariang
were sepfenced by the People's Courts while the former members
of the Hiinkx Farty were left unmolested. Saﬂo Meach, Tisa's
Minister of Intarior, was among the few who were put to trial.
He defended his spproval of the deportation of Jews by saving
ihat he eonsldered the Jews as “90% Hungsriaps * This was a
pood epough arpument to save him from the gallows. Count
Janos Esterhazy, who alone voted agninst the deportntion of
Jews in Tiso's Parlinment, wos sentenced to death a5 Faseiat. It
was encugh for him to be the Hungarian Party's leader to deserve
ithe rallews

The= previoss mensures were intended to soften, boeals up oandd
thin cut the salidly Hungnrian 1;:L'|1_.11E[: areas for fingld |jq1,;|i,c'_ﬂ|;,j|:m,
The ultimate end was Lo be attained throogh chres major gens-
cidal opsrations.

Slave Trode in 20th Century

One of these operations wes dispersion of large section of
Huongeran minority by internol resettlemant. At a jolnt mesting,
representatives of the Central Government and of local Slovak
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national crganizations, held in Pozsomy during Augest 1946,
decided to transfor o large section of the Hongarinn popolation
to the evecnsted Sudeten areas of Bohemia, under the protext of
the Presidential Decree on general labor serviees, The action was
secretly propared and lounched by sorprose on Movember 19,
1946, The method did not differ from the abdoetion of the Negro
slaves [mam Afriea with the exceptlon that the Sloveks ussd
TINRA tracks (United Nations Relief Action) du'ult';:i ta them h‘t
ULN. relief services. and eattle wagons, Witkout nny premonitios,
military mnits surrounded one of twe villages at 8 time, and then
ardored the selected families to ek ready for evacsation with the
allowed personal belongings, They woere told thet they wern to
leave thele homes for good. In Bohemis, Czech farmers aod fec
tory agents wers wailing for them at the rallrosd stations and
selected the nesded merchandise. During the severe winter, the
nnelnimed fomilies were kefL in the wagons for days. Wheno the
Hungarien press torned the barbaric slave-teade into a world
scandal, the Slovak press, under a =pell of moral nsanity, de
nomneedd the Hungerinns a5 unesoperative, undemocrntbic neigh-
bors who are interfering with Crechoslovak intermol affairs. The
keeadling of the CAS, publizhed in Pozsozy, eried indignantly:
“'The Hungarians do oot s Lo incibe against Ceachoslovakia

For 83 days, the Hungurian Bumilies lived in nightmere, not
knowing when the “ Helief” trock woobd stop in front of theic
homses. The pressure of international reaction forced the Czecho-
slovak Government Lo slop the bhrota] inbsnssn sction befere it
coald achipyes jis objective. Ul of designated 100,000 persons,
44,122 were transforred, mostly small ndholders from che
border areas of Soathern Slovalila.

Huype of Consdence

None of the genocidal actempes kit the Hungerians so desply
and caused s0 much spiritual anpuish as the campaign of e
Slovakization, le forced instant assimilation. 1L was lnvmebed =l
the time of Lhe spring census in 1946, bw the dacres of the Coms
rissioner of the Tnterior, and was carvied out by the ultra-chas-
vindatle Slovenchn Ligs. This inbnman action was bosed sgein
on the Betibious histomical suppesition that the termicory of the
presant Slovenske was entirely populated with Slovaks until the
1tth century. From then on the Hungarisns, feaing rom (be
Tiacks, chm_ged the ethric camposition of the area. The Slonaks
prefended that they were entitled to restore the original ethnde
atatuz Hungarians, constantly threatensd in their dally existence,
now were aporisched with a choices sign or your lie! Signing
meant civil rghts, secority, recention of property; not algning
meant homelessness, mthless persecution. econmmbe reins. As
the posters of Slovenska Ligs read: ““Think it over! Tomorrow
i want bo seepan peace, or nob? Becoma agrin Slovak!™ Doesn't
it soundd @5 i the lnst sparks of moral sense had been extingeish-
ed in the Skovak mindsT

In the beginning, the propagancn was met with stiff resis-
tance. Later, the t m-.-.lrr"'] gn,.'ls I"ng}"n:-nad arnd humiblist ed bevomd
endiirance, gave in with an attitude of resignation: it was ussless
ko fight the endless disbolical assaplcs. The Slovenska Lige o
ported that 525,000 peraons were granted the Yprivilega”™ of i:-emg
recelved again into the fold of the glorions Slovek Natkon. As a
result of this instont sszimilacios, the Hungarian minority fell
in the cansus of 1950, by almast 50%, to an all Eme low of 368000,
The census of 1980 clsarly proved the futilicy of the seoseless
wviolence on the human conscienee; almeoat all the reSlovakized
pesple declored themsohres Hungarizns again. officially raising
the number of the Hungarian minority to 678,000, My sdaber,
mother of five children, was dismizsed without pension after 26
¥ears of Leaching. Facing bunger and misery with ber family, she
was J"-‘H-I-:l_‘:-' Lo sign the re-Slovakization paper but ber Slovak ks
band strongly chjected to it He remoingd & stauseh Slovak
undar the Hungerian regime, wns respectad for it and never was
glven even o sugestion for changing nationality, They decided
Lo fare new trials rather then &ct agninst consciense. |



Enforced Population Exchange

Populaticn exchange was the last resort threngh which the
Czechoslovak GGovermmant tried to sachieve n subacantial redwe
tion of the: Hungnrian minority. Thelr expectatios was bass=d on
nn unrealistie estimate of the number of Slovekes residing in Flun-
pary, and on Lheir willingness to excchnnge homeland. Becausa of
the hostile attitude of the Czechoslovak suthosities, the Hun-
guripn Government was unwilling 1o enter inlo negotiations on
arrogant atd l:|.|‘.~:|:|a-_11.d.'i|.'|E|r Czechoslonak terms. Undar prasslura
fram the Sovict, finally they came to ngreement in Budspest, on
Fehruary 27, 15946, In aecoedance with this apresreent the Crecho-
slovaks immediacely transferred 1500 Hunparions as “war
erimimals” and they sent to Hungary n Commities for Besettle
ment, which for & perind of six weeks was permitted to malie fres
prepagnnda among the Slovaks in Hongary. An extorted unjust
provision gave the Crechoslovaks' the rght to select the Hun
garian families whoen they wanted to get rid of, They agnin pog
on the exchange list those Hungarians whom they considersd as
potentinl lenders nnd organizess of the minoriby life

Tha grest hopes attached by the Czechoslovaks to this die
tatorial mexsure becnme Ekewise frustrated, The Slovak props-
ganda conducted » private “census” which estimated the number
of Slovaks in Hongary ta be over 400,000, After oll the hea bed
propagands, snticements and lavish promises, under the mizer-
able conditions in post-war Hungery, only 59,000 persons de
cided o leave Hungary. After the happy recepiion of the metormed
Brethran it did aot take long before the Slovaks realized that
they mould have dons bet ber without them.

Last Desperate Atlempt

Tha Czechoslovalis stall tntnrl,!.in:d some hopes that the
Pesce Confersnce would approve the transfer of gt Lleast 200,000
Hungarisns from Slovakia to Hungary, Benefl wich his shrewd
menenvers, had already prepared a “logitimate’ Litle Lo this lnst
rpquest, Through Russian pressure, the Allies went along with
the expulsion of 200,000 Gemmans from Hongary, thoagh the
Hungerians themselves were ageingt it. Benel proposed at the
Pesee Conference to replace those Germans with Hungarians
from Crechoslovakia. The Unived States, however, remained um
vielding and rejected Benet® imachinations once and for all

lind of Insamity

The doggedly contrived genocidal assaults on the Hunpasian
minarity ended in dismal fallure. After the Peace Confersnoe,
Slovpkin still remained in the grips of hostility toward the Flun
garians. The slanderows tone of the Slovek press contimaed wo
abated The political winds, bowever, began o change and the
fervar for estnblishing n purely Slov state was munning out of
=t

_ In Februsry, 1848, the Czechoslovak Coslition Government



eollapeed and yiekded to o Lotally Comeunist rule. Czechrslovakia
joined the ranks of the Prople’s Damacracies under cloze Soviet
control Teenek, the chief architect of the criminal posl-war policies
o st ol iy dream, resigned and wis relegated among the
discardad instruments of the Soviet imperialistic plans, He died
goon in solitary confinement, with = well deserved bitter taste
of disilinsionment in Skav Brothechood, Discriminations ajgainst
the Hungerian minority were lngally ended io Lhe fall af 1948,
when the new governrment restored citizenship to the Hungrrns,
opened their schoals, and let the deportees relarn from Bohemia
£ the Innd of their anceators, though many found theas formmer
homes occupied by Slovak intruders.

The Slovaks had no other choice but Lo accepl again Ehs
Hungarien minority which they wanted to gel rid of at azy price
Today, well over half a milllon Hungarians are still longing for
aocure life within a civilized, orderly sodety, They wish Lhe
wounds of unspenkable sufferings to be healed and the chpuvin-
iotie hatyed to ceacs, The Hungarians are not the only losars,
The irrational paassons and indana pctions woanded the Slovalks
themselves, leaving behind moral dameges whose consequences
cannot vet all be sson. The Sloveks added 2 ahameful chapicr
to the tragic history of Central Europe, for which they will have
vt to repent. They must amive pt the sincee admizsion that
they covsed much mose sufferings and hummiliation to the Huo-
garians wilhin a short time than they themselves had supposedly
suffered from the Hungarians through a thozsand years. In view
of the post-war yeacs, the continned aceusations of the Slovaks
against the Hungarians for the mistakes of & long past Amounl
to repulsive hypocrisy. We crn waork ab our comman mierests
together only when the Slovaks, too. sincerely realize that thers
will b po peaceful future for Central Edropa mnleas wi appeosch
ouT cammon problEms in e new spint and seck solutions in muteal
respect and understanding,

The ways and modes of such cooperation will be the topic

od the coming last part of my Refleetions, =




